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Isser Woloch : Napoleon and His Collaborators: The Making of a Dictatorship  before purchasing it in order to 
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Napoleon and His Collaborators: The Making of a 
Dictatorship: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. A defining book on Napoleon's Rise to powerBy Lehigh History 
StudentThis is an excellent book about how Napoleon and those around him rose to power. It is very in depth and took 
awhile to read but it was well worth it. I highly recommend it to those who want to understand the Brumaire coup. 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0393050092


Woolworth does an excellent job of taking the complex process and weaving together a very rich text that has 
interesting conclusions about the coup. If you are looking for a book that combines internal French politics with the 
society at the time this will give you a good sense of France. Highly recommended for those studying Napoleon and 
truly essential for any Napoleonic library.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Dean 
William Dean William LudwigWonderful**0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Napoleon and his 
collaboratorsBy karim29007The said book was arrived as described and on time.Thank you.

A great historian explains how Napoleon forged a dictatorship and explores the dilemmas of collaboration, personal 
and political. The Eighteenth Brumaire, November 9, 1799: with France in political and economic turmoil, a group of 
disaffected politicians enlisted the talented general Napoleon Bonaparte to lead a coup d'etat and establish "confidence 
from below, authority from above." This is the story of how Napoleon managed his ascent from general of the 
Republic and first consul to dictator and conqueror of Europe. Napoleon did not vault into the imperial throne but 
moved toward dictatorship gradually; each assertion of new power came gilded with a veneer of legality and a rhetoric 
of commitment to the ideals of 1789. In this fashion Napoleon not only gained the upper hand over his partners of 
Brumaire but also retained their loyalty and services going forward. Far from shunting aside those collaborators, he 
put them to use in ways that satisfied their most emphatic needs: political security, material self-interest, social status, 
and the opportunity for high-level public service. Ten black-and-white illustrations

.com In his rise to power from obscure provincial military officer to internationally renowned revolutionary firebrand, 
and thence to star-crossed dictator of the faltering French republic, Napoleon Bonaparte relied on the material and 
spiritual encouragement of many friends and allies. Yet, apart from a few exceptions, such as the shrewd politician 
Charles-Maurice de Talleyrand and the policeman Joseph Fouché, "Napoleon's prominent collaborators remain almost 
faceless men," writes Columbia University historian Isser Woloch. History has all but forgotten those who labored 
behind the scenes to further Bonaparte's aims, whether out of true devotion to the ideals of liberty, equality, and 
fraternity, or out of naked self-interest and personal ambition. Woloch's well-written book does much to amplify the 
historical record. Offering portraits of such men as the legislators Boulay de la Meurthe and Théophile Berlier and the 
state counselor J.-G. Lacuée, who worked to convert former opponents to the emperor's cause, Woloch sheds light on 
the rise of the French state bureaucracy, one that in many respects has endured to the present--and one that has tended 
to maintain a centrist position under regimes of left and right alike. Napoleon's remarkable accomplishments relied not 
only on a disciplined army, Woloch demonstrates, but also on committed and skillful political operatives--some of 
whom eventually came to oppose Napoleon's transformation from liberator to tyrant. Anyone with an interest in the 
Napoleonic era will find much of value in Woloch's pages. --Gregory McNameeFrom Publishers WeeklyThe principal 
contention of this work by Columbia University historian Woloch (The New Regime) is that the nature of Napoleon's 
regime can best be seen by examining the careers of the men who supported him in his seizure and consolidation of 
power, and the author makes a good case in this interesting and informative book. The reader who tackles it, though, 
would be well advised to know a little something about the French Revolution and the Napoleonic era before 
beginning. Many have long held that the role of Napoleon and his empire in the revolution was to consolidate its gains 
and make impossible a return to the status quo of prerevolutionary France. The author shows in support of this idea 
that the men who backed the young Corsican general were by and large moderate revolutionaries who favored the 
ideals of 1789, but rejected the extreme democracy and the disorder of the Jacobin phase of the revolution. On the 
other hand, this book is full of fascinating details of just how the seizure of power and the resultant corruption of 
revolutionary ideals were accomplished. The supporters of Napoleon's coup found themselves in a moral dilemma, 
which the author explores through an analogous example of the men who supported the American war in Vietnam. In 
both cases, he believes, these men gave to their leader the loyalty that more properly was owed to their nation. 
(Feb.)Forecast: This title may see a boost in sales if displayed with Robert Asprey's Rise of Napoleon (Forecasts, Nov. 
27, 2000).Copyright 2001 Cahners Business Information, Inc.From BooklistNapoleon is most frequently studied and 
lauded for his military genius, but his skill in the art of the politics of personal advancement is often neglected. 
Woloch, a professor of history at Columbia University and a specialist in French history, has written an engrossing 
chronicle of political manipulation and intrigue, with the dictatorship of revolutionary France as the prize. At the 
center, of course, is Napoleon. This is not a particularly flattering portrait of "the little Corsican." His ambition is all 
consuming and his ruthlessness is chilling. Yet one must admire his intuitive understanding of people and how to 
manipulate them while maintaining their loyalty. In an age when political propaganda emerged as a factor influencing 
the masses, Napoleon proved a master at cloaking his power grabs with an aura of legality. This is an important book 
that sheds light on a murky but critical aspect of European history. Jay FreemanCopyright © American Library 
Association. All rights reserved 


