(Free pdf) Napoleon and the Art of Diplomacy: How War and Hubris Determined the Rise and Fall of the
French Empire

Napoleon and the Art of Diplomacy: How War and Hubris
Deter mined the Rise and Fall of the French Empire

William Nester
ePub | *DOC | audiobook | ebooks | Download PDF

William R. Nester

Napoleon

and the Art of Diplomacy

How War and Hubrnis Determined
the Rise and Fall of the - French Empire

& Donwload ‘ & Read Online

#2539168 in Books 2012-01-27 2012-02-100riginal language:EnglishPDF #1 9.27 x 1.19 x 6.23l, 1.58
#File Name: 1611210925432 pages | File size: 63.Mb

William Nester : Napoleon and the Art of Diplomacy: How War and Hubris Determined the Rise and Fall of
the French Empire before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised
Napoleon and the Art of Diplomacy: How War and Hubris Determined the Rise and Fall of the French Empire:

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. | got some good insights into the minds of Napoleon and those he
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...By Andy Nunez, Editor of Against the Odds MagazineNester's book was very helpful to me while writing an article
about the 1813 campaign in Germany. | got some good insights into the minds of Napoleon and those he interacted
with. Most books concentrate on the campaigns, but this shows the goings on behind the scenes. | think its worth
having for anybody doing a serious study of one of history's greatest warriors.2 of 2 people found the following review
helpful. Worthwhile addition to Napoleon libraries, review by Thomas ZacharisBy Sarah StephanThe Revolutionary
and Napoleonic eras were not only fertile ground for military glory, but also for feats of diplomatic maneuvering. No
other period saw so many treaties, agreements and conventions drafted and signed, the majority of which bore the
stamp of Napoleon Bonaparte. After the ratification of the Treaty of Mortefontaine, ending French privateering against
American ships, on September 30, 1800, American envoy William Van Murray wrote his impression of Bonaparte:
"The First Consul was grave, rather thoughtful, occasionally severe--not inflated nor egotistical--very exact in al his
motions which show at once an impatient heart and a methodical head....of a most skilful fencing master....He speaks
with afrankness so much above fear that you think he has no reserve." That description standsin telling contrast to
that given by Prince Klemens Wenzel von Metternich to General Etienne Jacque Joseph Alexandre MacDonald 13
years later: "Y our Emperor isin every way alunatic."In Napoleon and the Art of Diplomacy, William R. Nester,
professor of the Department of Government and Politics at St. John's University in New Y ork and author of a variety
of books, shows that Napoleon owed his rise as much to his skills in diplomacy as to those on the battlefield. Indeed
his diplomatic talents can be discerned in his first known letter, written when he was 14, in which he tried to convince
his uncle that his brother Joseph was better suited to the priesthood than the army. For Napoleon war and diplomacy
were indivisible, arevelation not lost on military scholars such as Karl von Clausewitz. The author regards Napoleon's
peak moments as a diplomat in the treaties of Campoformido in 1797 and Tilsit in 1807, and the Conference of
Dresden in 1812. He ascribes Metternich's later appraisal to the egopathy inside Emperor Napoleon, which finally
pushed him beyond the human limits and finally to fatal hubris. One other reason, however, was that Charles Maurice
de Talleyrand-Périgord, who the author calls the devil of diplomacy, wasin reality atraitor who often worked at cross
purposes with the emperor while accepting money from Russian Tsar Alexander. Other officials also plotted against
him, including Joseph Fouché and Jean-Baptiste Jules Bernadotte.In line with Clausewitz's description of war as
politics by other means, Napoleon and the Art of Diplomacy givesinsightsinto aless well-known but important facet
of the emperor'srise and fall. All scholars of Napoleonic history should find it aworthwhile addition to their
libraries.(Note: Thisreview was written by Thomas Zakharis and posted on by Napoleon and the Art of Diplomacy
publisher Savas Beatie LLC at his request.)6 of 7 people found the following review helpful. Good Account of
Napoleon and his style of DiplomacyBy Aussie ReaderWilliam Nester's latest book; "Napoleon and the Art of
Diplomacy" had me a bit worried when | ordered it. | wasn't keen to read adry dull exposé of the art and use of
diplomacy by Napoleon and his court (however | do acknowledge the importance of diplomacy). | started this book off
then with some trepidation but soon found it to be an easy to read book of Napoleon and his campaigns with accounts
of hisuse of diplomacy interwoven within the story.l don't think there are any ground-breaking revel ations here,
nothing entirely new for those readers of Napoleonic history, but the author has managed to put together a great story
of Napoleon's style of diplomacy, how and why it worked or didn't work. Asusual | was frustrated and annoyed to
read of Talleyrand and Fouche causing problems for the Emperor. | wonder how he achieved so much sometimes with
those two and a few othersin the wings wrecking his plans but that's history. There are a number of errors; Sir Sidney
Smith appears in the book as Sydney Smith, and Pasha Djezzar becomes Pjezzar along with afew other examples but
nothing that detracts too much from the story. Thisis not an in-depth study of the use of diplomacy by Napoleon, more
ageneral history of his campaigns and how he used his style of diplomacy to further hisaims. Overall a good general
study and well worth the effort to read.

A small library could be stocked with books written about Napoleon Bonaparte the general, whose battles and
campaigns have been studied extensively. Warriors, however, are not generally known for their diplomatic skills and
Napoleon is no exception. After all, conquerors are accustomed to imposing rather than negotiating terms. For
Napoleon, however, the arts of war and diplomacy meshed. Napoleon was often as brilliant and successful at
diplomacy as he was at war, athough at times he could also be as disastrous at the diplomatic table as he was on his
final battlefield. William R. Nester’s Napoleon and the Art of Diplomacy is the first comprehensive exploration of
Napoleon the diplomat and how his abilities in that arena shaped his military campaigns and the rise and fall of the
French empire. Napoleon'’s official diplomatic career lasted nearly two decades and involved relations with scores of
kings, queens, ministers, diplomats, and secret agents across Europe and beyond. All those involved asserted their
respective state (and often their private) interests across the entire span of international relations in which conflicts
over trade and marriage were often inseparable from war and peace. For Napoleon, war and diplomacy were
indivisible and complementary for victory. Much of Napoleon’s military success was built upon a foundation of
alliances and treaties.Although not always at war, Napoleon incessantly practiced diplomacy on a steady stream of
international issues. Some of his noteworthy achievementsin this arenaincluded his 1797 Treaty of Campo Formio
with the Austrians after he defeated them in the Italian campaign; the 1807 Treaty of Tilsit, when he incorporated Tsar



Alexander of Russiaas hisjunior partner while France was still at war with Britain; and, the 1812 conference of
Dresden, where the crowned heads of Europe alied with France as Napoleon opened his massive (and disastrous)
invasion of Russia.Nester’s masterfully researched and written Napoleon and the Art of Diplomacy fills a gaping hole
in Napoleonic literature by providing avital and heretofore neglected dimension that allows readersto fully
understand one of history’s most intriguing, complex, and powerful leaders.About the Author: Dr. William Nester isa
professor in the Department of Government and Politics at St. John's University in New Y ork and the author of more
than a score of books on awide variety of international relations topicsincluding The First Global War: Britain,
France, and the Fate of North America, 1756-1775 and Haughty Conquerors. Amherst and the Great Indian Uprising
of 1763. He has spent nearly a dozen years living overseas doing research and traveling in more than eighty countries.



