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and all praised Napoleon: On War:

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy CustomerExcellent read, it really gets into the thinking
of the Emperor Napoleon and his war machine21 of 21 people found the following review helpful. Impeccable
Research Brings Napoleon's Ideas Into One Serious WorkBy SeattleBookMamaWhat an ambitious project! Thistome
is not the kind of thing any writer puts together for money. It's alabor of painstaking love and pride. Y ears were spent
assembling Napoleon’s military ideas. Thank you once and thank you twice, to Oxford University Press and Net


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0199685568

Galley for alowing me to preview the DRC. And of course, thank you to Mr. Colson for his effort. Y ou can buy it this
month.The difficulty in publishing Napoleon’s ideas is that they were scattered. The man was not only a military
genius but also an academic one, and every time he turned around he was having someone take something down.
Assembling them into one place was ancther matter, particularly since he was captured, exiled, captured again, exiled
again. In afit of despondency he tossed the memoir he had begun into the flames at one point. So gathering everything
together and then sorting the philosophical, which still has relevancy, from the technological part of Napoleon's
military work that is now outdated by more sophisticated weaponry, is another massive task. I1t's no small wonder it
took someone along time to do the job and do it right. The reader will perhaps be surprised to learn how many
guotations have been ascribed to Napoleon that he actually never said.That said, | also have to acknowledge that the
niche audience here is academic. Thisis nobody’ s breezy popular biography. And whereas | could happily never see
some media jerk throw together something and pretend it’s accurate based upon his own personal fame, at the same
time, | just need to warn the reader that thisis going to be tough going. I’ m persistent; | love history. | was willing to
wade through Neil Sheehan’s Pentagon Papers, and | was willing to fight my way through this book too. But for most
readers, either a purpose, such as perhaps upper level or graduate level university course work or athesis, or arealy
intense interest in French history and military strategy will be required to get through it.Colson’s scholarship and
research are beyond reproach. Read the introduction and you' Il get the point. He has done his homework many times
over. Infact, unless oneis afluent reader of French, it would be impossible to duplicate his effort even if one were
inclined to try. But why do that, when you can access this excellently researched and painstakingly organized
volume?Highly recommended for the serious scholar.1 of 5 people found the following review helpful. Not a quick
readBy elrond77I have to admit | bought this on awhim. | think this book iswritten in the same format as Clausewitz
On War, which | have not read. The book isfull of footnotes. Every other paragraph seemsto be an excerpt. It hasits
moments and | learned a few things, but | found it difficult and slow to read.

Thisisthe book on war that Napoleon never had the time or the will to complete. In exile on theisland of Saint-
Helena, the deposed Emperor of the French mused about a great treatise on the art of war, but in the end changed his
mind and ordered the destruction of the materials he had collected for the volume. Thus was lost what would have
been one of the most interesting and important books on the art of war ever written, by one of the most famous and
successful military leaders of all time. In the two centuries since, several attempts have been made to gather together
some of Napoleon's 'military maxims', with varying degrees of success. But not until now has there been a systematic
attempt to put Napoleon's thinking on war and strategy into a single authoritative volume, reflecting both the full
spectrum of histhinking on these matters as well as the almost unparalleled range of his military experience, from
heavy cavalry chargesin the plains of Russiaor Saxony to counter-insurgency operationsin Egypt or Spain. To gather
the material for this book, military historian Bruno Colson spent years researching Napoleon's correspondence and
other writings, including a painstaking examination of perhaps the single most interesting source for his thinking about
war: the copy-book of General Bertrand, the Emperor's most trusted companion on Saint-Helena, in which he
unearthed a Napoleonic definition of strategy which is published here for the first time. The huge amount of material
brought together for this ground-breaking volume has been carefully organized to follow the framework of Carl von
Clausewitz's classic On War, allowing a fascinating comparison between Napoleon's ideas and those of his great
Prussian interpreter and adversary, and highlighting the intriguing similarities between these two founders of modern
strategic thinking.

"Thisisan interesting, erudite, clever, and useful book..."--Journal of Modern History" Colson adds yet another
perspective to this debate....Colson adopts a bold strategy, constructing a military treatise from the vast archive of
Napoleonic materials'--Elizabeth, Duquette, Nineteenth Century Studies Journal About the AuthorBrian Colson is
professor at the Universite de Namur, Belgium. He has published numerous books on strategy and military history,
most recently Clausewitz (Perrin, 2016), a biography of the great military theorist. He originally worked in the field of
strategic studies before going back to hisfirst interest in military history, specializing both in the history of military
thought and the Napoleonic wars. His current teaching includes the history of war and strategy (1792-1945) and the
history of modern and contemporary international relations.



