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Lucien Rousselot : Napoleon's Army: 1790-1815  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be 
worth my time, and all praised Napoleon's Army: 1790-1815: 

7 of 7 people found the following review helpful. An unequaled study, but an odd choice of formatBy CustomerAs 
noted in other reviews, Rousselot's illustrations and text are the foremost treatment of First Empire uniforms, bar none 
and by a considerable margin. His text is masterful in breadth and depth and his illustrations place him more in the 
company of Meissonier than with later, lesser uniform illustrators. Andrea Press seems to have been constrained to 
produce the entire collection for an accessible price. The plates are scaled far down and the colors don't seem to match 
the original. It's still an invaluable resource and the translation is surprisingly graceful, but there's very little of the pure 
guilty pleasure of looking at the plates that one gets from the standalones or even from the Elite Cavalry volume. I'd 
have preferred to have a series of books, each covering one or two of the chapters of the existing work, with larger and 
better-reproduced plates. Still, it's a huge step forward to have Rousselot's central work in (relatively) wide circulation 
again.9 of 10 people found the following review helpful. THE authoritive sourceBy Col McFetridgeLucien Rousselot 
is the Gold Standard for the French Army of Napoleon. This volumn is the collected works of his folio sized prints. 
The text is woven into the color drawings in a way that supports the figures and is more easily accesed than the 
separate sheets of explanations in the originals. The originals have a real color vitality from the ink used at that time. 
Later reprints lost this and some were quite attrocious.The only down side to the book is that the page size is 
considerably smaller than the originals so the drawing are reduced in scale. This is not an insurmountable issue and to 
have all the plates, normally retailing at $10 each, for a fraction of the cost is well worth the reduction in size. If you 
only have room for one reference on French Napoleonic uniforms - this is it.0 of 0 people found the following review 
helpful. Five StarsBy jorge sepulveda escorriolaReally great book.

Lucien Rousselot is one of the world's most important military artists, having played an integral role in establishing 
uniformology as a true science. He was born in France at a time when the 1871 military defeat by Prussia was still 
very present in the psyche of the French people. After all, it had not been long since the French army under Napoleon I 
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had not only amazed the world, but had stood victoriously astride the whole of Europe. Indeed, triumphant armies 
guided by the military genius of Bonaparte had marched down the avenues of Paris to the delight of enormous 
crowds.It is no surprise, therefore, that the talented young Rousselot decided to devote much of his life to recreating 
the martial splendor of France’s greatest age. The Napoleonic period offered innumerable opportunities for his skills, 
as uniforms varied widely in style and color, as befitted an age when individual glory still counted for much on 
Europe’s battlefields.Rousselot received his artistic training at the renowned School of Decorative Arts in Paris while 
at the same time immersing himself in the study of the classic military illustrators. His immense talent was equaled 
only by his innate modesty and intense commitment to his work. This level of dedication ultimately resulted in the 
marvelous watercolors and exacting narrative presented in this publication.Aside from a now-rare work published in 
France costing many hundreds of dollars, Napoleon’s Army: 1790–1815 is the only complete collection of Rousselot’s 
life’s work on the period, here presented admirably yet affordably for the English-speaking public.

“…written by the most renowned expert on the uniforms and history of the Napoleonic Era…it was like finding the 
Holy Grail…The color prints are exquisite in beautiful color and in perfect registration. The descriptions of each 
article of clothing for every soldier and his equipment are detailed in wonderful English…I would recommend this 
book very highly not just for figure painters as myself, but as a wonderful history of a very special time in the past.” 
(IPMS)“”…marvelous illustrations of uniforms, equipment and weapons… the only complete collection of 
Rousselot’s legacy on this period….History buffs and military hobbyists will be left dazes and amazed by this superb 
and invaluable book.” (Toy Soldier and Model Figure)About the AuthorLucien Rousselot was one of thw world's most 
important military artists. A graduate of the renownede School of Decorative Arts, he was appointed Painter of the 
French Army in 1960. 


