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Otto Pivka : Napoleon's Italian Troops (Men at Arms Series, 88)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or 
not it would be worth my time, and all praised Napoleon's Italian Troops (Men at Arms Series, 88): 

3 of 4 people found the following review helpful. A dated source, other Italian publications availableBy Bob 
FletcherThis was and is a great starter into looking at Italian and Neapolitan uniforms. The uniform plates are nice, but 
there are more indepth period plates available. Unit histories are brief and the Neapolitans get little to no treatment and 
what is said is with a definite bias. Uniform plates at the museum of San Martino can be viewed for the Neapolitan 
plates. An Italian publication reprint of first hand artist sources from 1850s is available from Sugarco Milano. The 
Italian General Staff publishes a full color publication (but expensive) on the Cisalpine republic, Lombard legion etc. 
A cheaper publication is also available. Use the Osprey title as a starter. Osprey will do better to replace the title with a 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0850453038


several part treatment.2 of 4 people found the following review helpful. stereotyped workBy Fabrizio FormicaI do 
have the book in my library,even owing to the fact that an ancestor of mine took part in tha capture of Barcelona while 
serving in Napoleon's Army.After the battle he was promoted one rank as all other surviving Neapolitan officers and 
NCO's as a tribute to the valour shown in this particular occasion.The book is outdated and I belive the publisher 
should replace the cartoon-like features of the soldiers depicted,as they reflect obsolete and silly British stereotypes on 
the Italians and should find no place in a serious publication.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Second 
to noneBy Amin IbrahimThis excellent book tells you all you need to know about the Italian troops during the 
Napoleonic wars. The plates are excellent, as are the descriptions. It follows the Cisalpine republic, the Kingdom of 
Italy, and the Kingdom of Naples. There is also a very informative section that tells us what units fought where and 
when. A must for Napoleonic buffs and wargamers.

The Republican French were active in the export of revolution, and in 1796-1800 Napoleon saw that the inhabitants of 
northern Italy were ripe for conversion to the cause. French victories in 1798 and 1800 secured his hold on the area, 
and he at once began reorganising the many small states which then made up the territory of Italy into units more 
suitable for his military and dynastic ambitions. Otto von Pivka explores the organisation, history and uniforms of the 
Italian troops who fought under the Emperor during the Napoleonic Wars.

Language NotesText: English, French, GermanFrom the PublisherPacked with specially commissioned artwork, maps 
and diagrams, the Men-at-Arms series is an unrivalled illustrated reference on the history, organisation, uniforms and 
equipment of the world's military forces, past and present.About the AuthorOtto von Pivka (the nom de plume of 
Digby Smith) wrote his first title for Osprey Publishing in 1972 (The Black Brunswickers, in the Men-at-Arms series). 
He is a prolific author, who has contributed many titles to the Men-at-Arms series on the armies and forces of the 
Napoleonic Wars. A former major in the British Army, he is now retired, but continues to write books on this key 
period. 


