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F. Loraine Petre : Napoleon's Last Campaign in Germany, 1813 (Napoleonic Library)  before purchasing it in 
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Napoleon's Last Campaign in Germany, 1813 
(Napoleonic Library): 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Classic history of the ultimately failed (for Napoleon) 1813 
campaignBy Lawrence D'AgostinoWritten with the same clear, concise, and insightful style of the author's other 
campaign histories. This title describes Napoleon's attempts to retrieve his military fortunes after the disasterous 1812 
campaign. F. Loraine Petre clearly conveys the story where although the French armies, newly rebuilt, lacked the 
effectiveness, and efficacy of the former years, Napoleon's genius for organization, his leadership, and his still brilliant 
grasp of strategy and tactics ensured the issue of failure or success in Germany 1813 was much in doubt.

This historic book may have numerous typos, missing text or index. Purchasers can download a free scanned copy of 
the original book (without typos) from the publisher. 1912. Not illustrated. Excerpt: ... CHAPTER XVIII 
NAPOLEON'S QUEST OF BERNADOTTE AND BLUCHER ON the 1st October, Ney, fearing that Biilow might 
pass at Wartenburg and cut him from Dresden, ordered Bertrand to the former, It was, however, Bliicher who was now 
at Wartenburg. He had marched to Jessen, setting free Biilow and Tauenzein to return to Bernadotte. Sacken, having 
performed his function as flank guard, had now rejoined Bliicher. Bertrand was in Wartenburg on the 2nd October, in 
front of the Prussian bridge head, which was at the salient of the bend of the Elbe in the neck of which Wartenburg 
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lies.1 The Prussians had selected this place as quite theoretically suitable for forcing a passage, but they had omitted to 
reconnoitre the area within the bend, and were ignorant of the fact that it was exceedingly unfavourable for 
deployment after they had crossed under the protection of their artillery sweeping the peninsula. It was marshy and cut 
up by backwaters which, when the Elbe was in flood, were quite impassable, and were so in great part at all times. The 
village of Wartenburg stood behind one of these, and also had in front of it an embankment to protect it from floods. It 
was right in the centre of the neck, and was practically safe against a mere frontal attack. It could only be reached by 
troops passing along a narrow strip of land between it and the Elbe, in the part above the bridges. Whilst the Prussians 
underestimated the defensibility of the Wartenburg position, Bertrand erred in the opposite direction; for he had only 
recently seen it at a time 1 Map IV. (.). when the Elbe was in very high flood. He believed it to be almost impregnable. 
At 7 A.M. on the 3rd October, Prince Charles of Mecklenburg passed the Prussian bridges with three battalions of 
Yorck's corps. It was only when he...


