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my time, and all praised Napoleon: The End of Glory: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. First Rate HistoryBy MJRWell written, moves along without getting 
bogged down in minutia. Obviously, in the course of Napoleon's amazing career there is plenty of grist for the mill but 
the author does a commendable job of staying focused and presenting the story of Napoleon's last years in a concise 
yet comprehensive manner. Well worth the reader's time.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. ... read the 
book I feel I have a much better understanding of how and why Napoleon was defeatedBy H. D. D.Having read the 
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book I feel I have a much better understanding of how and why Napoleon was defeated.0 of 4 people found the 
following review helpful. Good book, a must haveBy CustomerThis author has caught my attention! Good book, a 
must have, plain and simple.

On April 20, 1814, after a dizzying series of battles, campaigns, and diplomatic intrigues, a defeated Napoleon 
Bonaparte made his farewell speech to the Old Guard in the courtyard of the Chateau de Fontainebleau and set off for 
exile on the island of Elba. Napoleonic legend asserts that the Emperor was brought down by foreign powers 
determined to destroy him and discredit his achievements, with the aid of highly placed domestic traitors. Others argue 
that once Napoleon's military defeats began in 1812, his fall became inevitable. But in fact, as Munro Price shows in 
this brilliant new book, Napoleon's fall could have been avoided altogether. Exploring a critical and often neglected 
period of Napoleonic history between 1812 and 1814, Napoleon: The End of Glory offers a more complete picture of 
the Emperor's decline and fall than any previous work. Price analyzes the political, military, and diplomatic events of 
the period, from Napoleon's disastrous invasion of Russia in 1812 to the multiple failed attempts by Austria to broker 
peace. He illuminates the dynamic relationships between Napoleon and the wily Austrian foreign minister Metternich-
whose desire for equilibrium within the European states system clashed with Napoleon's unshakeable belief in 
hegemony and subjection-and the charming and enigmatic Alexander I of Russia. And he explores the lasting impact 
of the bloody Terror of the French Revolution on Napoleon's decisions once he came to power. Rejecting the 
assumption that defeat was unavoidable, Price considers instead why Napoleon failed to explore a compromise peace 
that could have allowed him to keep his crown, arguing that the answer to this question has powerful implications for 
our understanding of the Napoleonic wars. Ultimately, Price provides a convincing portrait of the Emperor's decline, 
exposing his blindness, intransigence and miscalculations; his preference for war and his declining ability to wage it; 
and his nearly pathological fear of a dishonorable peace. A deeply researched study of the moment of a great man's 
fall, Napoleon: The End of Glory forces us to reconsider Napoleon's character, motives, and the reasons for his 
spectacular failure.

"Useful addition to Napoleonic history."--Kirkus s"Munro Price has rewritten the history of the decline and fall of 
Napoleon in a highly original and wholly convincing manner. It is an enthralling story, brilliantly told." --T. C. W. 
Blanning, Cambridge University, editor of The Oxford History of Modern Europe"Enlivened by pithy character 
sketches, Price's work trenchantly interprets an important historical issue." --Booklist "...high quality as history." --
Weekly StandardAbout the AuthorMunro Price is Professor of Modern European History at Bradford University. His 
books include The Perilous Crown: France between Revolutions; The Fall of the French Monarchy; and Preserving 
The Monarchy: The Comte de Vergennes, 1774-1787. 


