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Philip J. Haythornthwaite : Napoleonic Infantry: Napoleonic Weapons and Warfare (Napoleonic Weapons 
Warfare)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Napoleonic 
Infantry: Napoleonic Weapons and Warfare (Napoleonic Weapons Warfare): 

15 of 16 people found the following review helpful. A step in the right direction.By John NickersonThis is not a large 
book. There is no color. If you are looking for a book with brilliant color plates and splendid uniforms, this is not it. 
Mr. Haythornthwait has taken a large amount of contradicting information, from many sources, and boiled it down 
into a concise report on Napoleonic Infantry as a weapon of war. He addresses the weapons used and their effect, or 
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lack there of. He quotes the authorities of the day, contrary opinions, and the views of the common soldiers, provides 
the historic outcome and points out modern misconception. I found no national prejudice or hero worship in his 
decisions.As co-author of a set of musket era wargame rules, to which I have just started to compile a long promised 
revision, I found that "Napoleonic Infantry" and Mr. Haythornthwait's companion volume,"Napoleonic Cavalry", 
reinforced some of my existing opinions and provided insight and answers to some questions that I had been asked to 
resolve. It did also raise some additional points that I now have to incorporate! A quick read that I would recommend 
to any student of Napoleonic warefare.

One of the world's leading Napoleonic authorities, supported by over 100 period illustrations, tells the surprising story 
of what actually happened in the emperor's infantry battles as compared to what should have occurred if they'd gone 
by the regulation book. Descriptions of infantry weapons feature the muskets, bayonets, pikes, and swords that were so 
important in battle, while accounts from those who were there show how they were employed in attack and defense. 
Many misconceptions are clarified--including why the soldiers had such high regard for the bayonet when it inflicted 
few casualties. This perceptive study shows why the winning is in the details--and the proper management of all those 
arms.

About the AuthorPhilip J Haythornthwaite is known to all followers of matters Napoleonic as a prolific and 
knowledgeable source of original research. A one time bookseller, he has an extensive private collection of 
Napoleonic material and is the author of countless books and articles on the period. 


