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Jeremy Black : Naval Power: A History of Warfare and the Sea from 1500 onwards  before purchasing it in order 
to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Naval Power: A History of Warfare and the Sea 
from 1500 onwards: 

4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. Surprisingly informativeBy D. LewisI bought this expecting a fairly 
routine review of naval history with a British focus. Got that, plus much more! First, Professor Black was remarkably 
ecumenical in his approach to naval history. He addressed many navies beyond the European ones, all with equal vigor 
and depth, to the extent that there was something to talk about. Japan, China, and even Hawaiian navies were 
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discussed. Western navy issues obviously dominated, and that was a central theme of the book, but it was placed in 
context in a way I had not seen before. Very nicely done.Secondly, the book is full of interesting naval "fun facts" and 
insights that go well beyond the routine items that other histories trot out. This kept the book fresh and interesting, 
even when covering well known historical events.Overall, a good read. Equally useful for the novice or the avid 
history reader.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. A wonderful primer for more in-depth study and a 
great survey ...By ImpitoyableHits the sweet-spot of concision and thoughtful analysis. A wonderful primer for more 
in-depth study and a great survey of naval strategy, especially for ground-pounders seeking to broaden their vision.0 of 
0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Dragon BeaucheneThanks

Man lives on land, but the seas of the world are crucial to his lot. Focusing on navies as instruments of power and 
analysing what they indicate about the nature of state systems and cultures all over the world, Black provides an 
overview of the most significant debates within the field. Organised into key historical periods and accessibly framed, 
this wide-ranging account emphasises the links between past and present throughout the history of naval power. 

'Jeremy Black's Naval Power emphasises the important role that control of the sea has played globally in shaping the 
history of nations, individually and collectively, over the last five centuries.' -- Admiral Sir Jonathon Band GCB, 
Formerly First Sea Lord and Chief of Naval Staff, Royal Navy Jeremy Black's Naval Power emphasises the important 
role that control of the sea has played globally in shaping the history of nations, individually and collectively, over the 
last five centuries.'– Admiral Sir Jonathon Band GCB, Formerly First Sea Lord and Chief of Naval Staff, Royal 
NavyFrom the Back CoverMan lives on land, but the seas of the world are crucial to his lot. Focusing on navies as 
instruments of power and analysing what they indicate about the nature of state systems and cultures all over the 
world, Black provides an overview of the most significant debates within the field. Organised into key historical 
periods and accessibly framed, this wide-ranging account emphasises the links between past and present throughout 
the history of naval power. 


