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Lawrence Sondhaus: Naval Warfare, 1815-1914 (Warfare and History) before purchasing it in order to gage
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Naval Warfare, 1815-1914 (Warfare and History):

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Excellent OverviewBy DC ReaderFor readersinterested in the
history of navies, thisis atremendously useful basic source. Itstitleis abit misleading: While it briefly summarizes
virtually every naval engagement between the end of the Napoleonic and the beginning of the First World Wars, it is
more a history of naval policy than of naval combat. The author has assembled a wealth of relatively obscure detail on
ship-building programs, doctrinal developments, and technological change. The presentation is straightforwardly
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factual, without a great deal of analysis, but full of interest and information.3 of 4 people found the following review
helpful. The story of the battleship told in detailBy Paul Eckler"Naval Warfare, 1815-1914," by Lawrence Sondhaus,
Warfare and History series, Roudedge, NY, 2001. This 263-page paperback tells the story of naval warfare from the
days of wooden sailing ships through the transition to iron clads to steel hulls, the adoption of steam power, and the
conversion to gun turrets. The end result is the modern battleship.The story is told with a detailed description of the
warships of al the naval powers of each era. Gradually ideas are adopted, tried in battle, and when successful, refined
and improved. The competitive nature of an arms race drives each player to test the latest ideas at the first opportunity
and to improve on them to their physical limits.The language hereis professional and concise. This book will be of
greatest interest to those who follow military history. Bibliography, photographs, index.

This book looks at the transition of wooden sailing fleets to the modern steel navy. It details the technological
breakthroughs that brought about this change - steampower, armour, artillery and torpedoes, and |ooks at their affect
on naval strategy and tactics.Part of the ever-growing and prestigious Warfare and History series, thisbook isamust
for enthusiasts of military history.

"auseful and effective general history of the development and operations of the world's navies during the century prior
to the First World War...a concise, well-written, and comprehensive treatment of international naval history."-
technology and culture, April 2002 " Sondhaus has done a commendable job of compressing alarge and very complex
subject in a straightforward and readable manner. "Naval Warfare, 1815-1914 is aimed principally at a genera
readership which will find it a succinct and entertaining overview of the period's developments and events: ajudicious
and, in spite of its brevity, impressively wide-ranging introduction to a crucial epoch. For that matter, few specialists
arelikely to be familiar with the entire breadth of Soundhaus' topical concerns. Most of them, too, will find much of
valuein its pages. --John Beeler, "International Journal of Maritime History."



