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P. Khalil Saucier : Necessarily Black: Cape Verdean Youth, Hip-Hop Culture, and a Critique of I dentity (Black
American and Diasporic Studies) before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time,
and all praised Necessarily Black: Cape Verdean Y outh, Hip-Hop Culture, and a Critique of Identity (Black American
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and Diasporic Studies):

Necessarily Black is an ethnographic account of second-generation Cape Verdean youth identity in the United States
and atheoretical attempt to broaden and complicate current discussions about race and racial identity in the twenty-
first century. P. Khalil Saucier grapples with the performance, embodiment, and nuances of racialized identities
(blackened bodies) in empirical contexts. He looks into the durability and (in)flexibility of race and racial discourse
through an imbricated and multidimensional understanding of racial identity and racial positioning. In doing so,
Saucier examines how Cape Verdean youth negotiate their identity within the popular fabrication of multiracial
America. He also explores the waysin which racia blackness has come to be lived by Cape Verdean youth in
everyday life and how racialization feeds back into the experience of these youth classified as black through a matrix
of social and material settings. Saucier examines how ascriptions of blackness and forms of black popular culture
inform subjectivities. The author also examines hip-hop culture to see how it is used as a site where new (and old)
identities of being, becoming, and belonging are fashioned and reworked. Necessarily Black explores race and how
Cape Verdean youth think and feel their identities into existence, while keeping in mind the dynamics and politics of
racialization, mixed-race identities, and anti-blackness.

A marvelousillustration of how hip-hop serves as an orienting force for articulating the experiences of blackness
among second-generation Cape Verdean youth. Y et Necessarily Black is much more than a book about Cape Verdeans
and hip-hop. By mapping the contours and politics of identification in an antiblack world, Saucier (re)affirmsthe
corporeality of racia identity, making a significant contribution to dial ectic understandings of blackness. Anthony
Kwame Harrison, Gloria D. Smith Professor of Black Studies, Virginia Tech



