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Stephen Gornik : Never Look Down: Letters from Korea and Beyond  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Never Look Down: Letters from Korea and Beyond: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Dr. Steve is a pwrsonalm friend. We both ...By Walter SchmitDr. 
Steve is a pwrsonalm friend. We both took some basic at camp chaffee. We are both members of American Legion 
Post 777,both Army vets. I could have written most of his book, from basic thru Clerk's school, Then we drifted apart, 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1595944869


he with the paratroopers and I to the back-up division from Korea, Tropic Lightning. The book is VERY true. Some of 
the language is salty, but soldiers understand.

Stephen Gornik grew up during The Great Depression in a poor immigrant family in Chicago's South Side 
neighborhood, Back of the Yards. Days after his 21st birthday, he received a draft letter for report to Army duty. In 
basic training, he accepted the challenge to join the Paratroopers. Soon thereafter, he was deployed for service in The 
Korean War. These are his letters home and those he received in return. A prolific and candid writer, Gornik describes 
in gritty detail his daily challenges, triumphs and, perhaps mostly poignantly, self-discovery. The war experience also 
imbued Gornik with a fierce determination to transcend early poverty, severe beatings by his father and the extreme 
shyness of his youth.


