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0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. A Five Stars Journey through Scientific New York!By 
Beverly24New York, one of the greatest cities of the world, is known for Wall Street, Broadway, the Garment District, 
the Empire State Building, the Statue of Liberty, Central Park, the Metropolitan Museum of Art and on and on. But, 
too easily overlooked not only by tourists, but by some locals too, is that New York is also one of the great world 
capitals of science -- spanning life-changing innovations and discoveries from its earliest roots to the present day.This 
book fills a gap that had been left empty by so many other profiles of this great city.Istvan Hargittai and Magdolna 
Hargittai, two eminent chemists who, although residing in Budapest, have been walking the streets of New York since 
1969, have written a classic masterpiece that focuses on the broad sweep of VISIBLE signs of science that permeates 
the city. The scope of their subject matter encompasses scientists, technology, inventions, medicine, scientific 
institutions, universities, explorers, monuments, botanicals and way beyond.The authors have such sharp and keen 
eyes for detail and hidden gems that even seasoned New Yorkers who pride themselves on their knowledge and grasp 
of the city's history and sights will discover new facets and sites previously unknown to them. A new world opens up 
when you learn that so much of what you casually passed by on the street contains a rich and deep story within itself 
which will enthrall and captivate you once you learn its history and meaning.Every page is filled with photos, many 
taken by the authors, which illuminate the fascinating and enjoyable-to-read text. Read it cover to cover or open it up 
to any one section and take it in.This extraordinary book which shines the spotlight on scientific New York is 
HIGHLY RECOMMENDED!0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. A wonderful view of New York and 
its scientific tradition and historyBy Bob MackayThis is a completely wonderful creation! Ostensibly about New 
York, but actually a celebration of the lives of so many great individuals, not only scientists, but also writers, doctors, 
travelers and others who have contributed so much to modern life and understanding. Many names I have known since 
childhood, but also so many new figures I had not encountered before.Each person is illustrated with an interesting 
biography, often completed with a more personal anecdote about their life, rendering them in a much more human 
light than a dry description of their discoveries and work might do. The accompanying photographs are splendid. For 
the historical figures, these are often statues or cameos on walls (or gargoyles!), but for more contemporary characters, 
the photos are of the individuals themselves. The Hargittais seem to have met everyone!This being an account of a 
single city, many of the players overlapped with one another, attending (or founding) the same schools or universities, 
tutoring one another, or simply sharing a building. These interconnections are fascinating. Some of the group photos 
are a complete 'who's who' of the foundations of science. There is the recurring thread of academics escaping Germany 
and eastern Europe. One gets the feeling of the ongoing tradition of scientific and academic excellence and of a city 
that is a melting pot of ideas.Greatly recommended!0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. A wonderful 
book for more than just scientistsBy Bill F.I was lucky enough to receive a copy of this wonderful book as a gift. 
While I live in Arizona, and not in New York, I am regularly in "the city" and this book is so lovingly written that it 
actually makes me wish that I'd spend more time In New York when I visit. I usually go in, do my business, and leave 
ASAP, but in reality there is so much scientific lifeblood in New York -- so many fine institutions, so many top-class 
scientists and scientific employers. It's really one of the world centers for science, and the two authors of this book did 
a great job in making that point. Their photographs are excellent and this is a book that anyone would enjoy, not just 
scientists.

This book introduces the reader to the visible memorabilia of science and scientists in all the five boroughs of New 
York City - statues, busts, plaques, buildings, and other artifacts. In addition, it extends to some scientists and 
institutions currently operating in the city. New York has been known as a world center of commerce, finance, 
communications, transportation, and culture, but it also is a world center in science. The city is home to renowned 
universities and research laboratories, a museum of natural history and other museums related to science, a science 
academy, historical societies, botanical gardens and zoos, libraries, and a Hall of Science as well as a large number of 
world-renowned scientists. The book pays special attention to the role of this city in welcoming persecuted scientists 
and letting African-American and women scientists thrive. The book is presented in an informative and entertaining 
way, dotted with scientific gossip and anecdotes, and can be enjoyed even without the reader's actual presence in the 
city. Over eight hundred photographs illustrate the book. They may induce the reader to make their own discoveries in 
New York.

"New York may blaze with neon, but many of the city's byways shine with scientific brilliance -- if you know where to 
look. Chemists Istvan Hargittai and Magdolna Hargittai map the territory for this quirkily comprehensive guide to key 
landmarks and institutions." -- Nature"You, as I, will want to join Istvan and Magdolna Hargittai as they turn their 
observant and culturally open eyes on the streets of New York. Their research is unmatched - there is even a 
photograph of the old Stuyvesant H.S. building where I spent many hours. And a bust of Booker T. Washington paired 
with him on a postage stamp. Even a rare glimpse of the owl secreted in the folds of Columbia's Alma Mater! You will 
enjoy every richly illustrated page of a wonderful guide to the scientific byways of a great city." --Roald Hoffmann, 
chemist and writerAbout the AuthorIstvan Hargittai, Professor Emeritus, Budapest University of Technology and 



Economics, Hungary,Magdolna Hargittai, Research Professor, Budapest University of Technology and Economics, 
HungaryIstvan Hargittai is Professor Emeritus (active) at the Budapest University of Technology and Economics. He 
is a member of the Hungarian Academy of Sciences and the Academia Europaea (London) and foreign member of the 
Norwegian Academy of Science and Letters. He is Dr.h.c. of Moscow State University, the University of North 
Carolina, and the Russian Academy of Sciences. He is the Editor-in-Chief of the international journal Structural 
Chemistry. His books have appeared in eight languages and include, among others, Wisdom of the Martians, Budapest 
Scientific, Buried Glory, Drive and Curiosity, Judging Edward Teller, The Martians of Science, The Road to 
Stockholm, and the Candid Science book series.Magdolna Hargittai is Research Professor at the Budapest University 
of Technology and Economics. She is a member of the Hungarian Academy of Sciences and the Academia Europaea 
(London). She is Dr.h.c. of the University of North Carolina. Her books include, among others, Women Scientists, 
Symmetry through the Eyes of a Chemist, In Our Own Image, Visual Symmetry, Great Minds, and the Candid Science 
book series. The Hargittais live in Budapest. Their son is Professor of Chemistry in the United States and their 
daughter is Professor of Media Studies in Switzerland. 


