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Al Deere OBE DSO DFC Bar : Nine Lives (Witness to War)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it 
would be worth my time, and all praised Nine Lives (Witness to War): 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. This book is a great read from one of "The Few"By John M.I first 
heard of the author at a Battle of Britain Ball hosted by the Royal Air Force. This book is a great read from one of 
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"The Few".0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. There are many great autobiographer pilots from World 
War IIBy James H.There are many great autobiographer pilots from World War II: Adolf Galland, Saburo Sakai, and 
Ted Lawson, to name but a few. But few have approached the honesty and frank introspection of Al Deere, and none 
of them had as many close scrapes as he. Deere writes with the same focus that certainly saved his own life numerous 
times, and by leaving us with such a fine work, we can count ourselves nearly as lucky as he.0 of 0 people found the 
following review helpful. what a lucky guyBy Kevin BullerGreat book!! I knew something of Alan Deere prior to 
getting the book because reading about the battle of Britain is probably one of my more favorite parts of history. 
Knowing more about Deere's exploits is a big wow. For someone to have survived as many close calls as he did, he 
should have bought a lottery ticket somewhere along the way.

The renowned autobiography of New Zealand's most famous RAF pilot who saw action from the Munich Crisis to the 
invasion of France in 1944. Al Deere experienced the drama of the early days of the Battle of Britain while serving 
with Spitfire squadrons based at Hornchurch and Manston, and his compelling story tells of the successes and 
frustrations of those critical weeks. Deere's nine lives are the accounts of his fantastic luck in escaping from seemingly 
impossible situations. During the Battle of Britain he parachuted from stricken aircraft on three occasions and once 
was blown up by a bomb while taking off from Hornchurch during an attack on the airfield. In March 1943 Deere was 
appointed Wing Commander of the famous Biggin Hill Wing and by the end of the war, his distinguished 'score' was 
destroyed twenty-two, probables ten and damaged eighteen.


