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Bennie J. McRae Jr., Curtis M. Miller, Cheryl Trowbridge-Miller : Nineteenth Century Freedom Fighters: The 
1st South Carolina Volunteers  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and 
all praised Nineteenth Century Freedom Fighters: The 1st South Carolina Volunteers: 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Poignant Accounting of 1st Black military unit of the Civil WarBy C 
G GederThis is one of those quiet books that's easy to read and digest.At the heart of this text is Lieutenant Colonel 
Charles Tyler Trowbridge, commanding officer of the 33rd United States Colored Troops - the first Black unit of the 
civil war.Initially called The 1st South Carolina Volunteers, this unit preceded the 54th Massachusetts, of film 'Glory' 
fame, by one year.You learn about an emancipation proclamation declared by Major-General David Hunter; only to be 
repudiated by none other than Abraham Lincoln!Through Trowbridge's ".. anecdotal memoir.." we experience a 
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vascillating federal government not sure what to do with Blacks who are willing and able to fight for the Union.The 
middle of the book (pgs. 35-97) contains photographs that tells the story of the Civil War as well as any text.Part two 
of the book begins " On March 3 1865, Congress establishes the Bureau of Refugees, Freedmen, and Abandoned 
Lands".Lt. Col. Charles Trowbridge and his regiment of the 33rd USCT were assigned to provide military support to 
Freedman's Bureau activity in South Carolina.His recounting of the incidents and dangers faced by himself and others 
will send chills through you.At 127 pages, including the photographs, you could read this book in one sitting. You 
may find yourself re-reading it, as I did.This book should easily find its way into school history curriculums. Highly 
recommended.Peace,"Guided by the Ancestors"[...]0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Bravo!By 
Millicent HughesEnjoy this understated and beautiful tribute to the unknown heroes of the past. Not a civil war book, 
but a civil rights book. Hunted former slaves fought to be allowed to die for our country, as their desire and ability to 
help Union troops met resistance even from northerners who secretly believed them incapable. Lovely photos meet 
little author intrusion. They speak for themselves, if you'll let them.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. 
Award winning historian !By Frances M SteeleThis book covers a period rarely discussed. It is an excellent additional 
to those that cherish history. Mr. Bennie McRae Jr. is an award winning historian. Please add this work today.

The 1st South Carolina Volunteers, later the 33rd United States Colored Troops, were the first black unit of the Civil 
War. Preceding the famous 54th Massachusetts--seen in the film Glory--by one year, these South Carolina slaves 
turned soldiers were noted for their courage, discipline, and pride, continuing to serve the Union cause even while 
temporarily disbanded. They fought for years with little or no pay, poor equipment, and constant pressure and abuse 
from both North and South. This brief history is told mostly through the letters and journals of their commanding 
officer Lt. Col. Charles T. Trowbridge.

About the AuthorBennie J. McRae Jr. runs Lest We Forget, an online resource specializing in the service of blacks in 
the U.S. military. Curtis M. Miller is a reporter and anchor at WIBC radio in Indianapolis. Cheryl Trowbridge-Miller, 
a descendent of Lieutenant Colonel Trowbridge, is an employee of Fiserv Item Processing and a genealogist 
specializing in researching slave ancestors of black families. 


