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Norman Davies : No Simple Victory: World War II in Europe, 1939-1945  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised No Simple Victory: World War II in Europe, 1939-1945: 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Refreshing Eastern Theater-focused View of WWIIBy 
RobertNorman Davies has correctly proven that the Eastern Theater was the most decisivetheater of operations in 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0143114093


WWII. His analysis of WWII from an eastern focus has presenteda new way of thinking about and understanding the 
most destructive war in human history. He also places thepopular works of Stephen Ambrose in a more proper and 
more accurate perspective. However, this bookwould have greatly benefited from a more thorough analysis of 
Operation Barbarossa, which is strangelylacking in the necessary detail and attention that is truly deserves.2 of 2 
people found the following review helpful. Outstanding!By Madoc PopeDavies does an excellent job of demolishing 
the myth about WWII that too many in the West hold about where the war's center actually was. Yet he does this 
without any Soviet hero worship, thankfully.He also goes into excellent detail about all the other things going on over 
there in the other countries in Europe and its environs. It really wasn't just the US, the UK, the French, and the Soviets 
against just the Germans and the Italians. And nor was the fighting over there just between the various Allied powers 
against the various Axis powers. It's no surprise then when people could think the whole world was coming unglued 
when they realized all the different and various fighting going on over in Europe.Davies also goes into excellent detail 
on the civilian costs. The "ethnic cleansing" that regularly took place and did so long before the term was invented in 
Serbia.This is a great book to detail the stuff that they just don't bother with in school. It also well sets straight the 
overwhelmingly massive scale of the fighting on the Eastern Front when compared to anything else that took place on 
any other front in the world during WWII.2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. No simple history...By 
HMS Warspite"No Simple Victory" is British historian Norman Davies' pungently written reset of the commonly 
understood context of the European theater of World War II. Davies, an expert on the Eastern front, drills home the 
point that the bulk of the fighting, whether measured by numbers or casualties, took place in the titanic struggle 
between Nazi Germany and the Soviet Union. Davies further insists on recognizing the reality that the Soviets were 
essentially undifferentiated from the Nazis in their level of barbarity.Davies takes a broadbrush approach to the 
conflict, dealing with warfare, politics, soldiers, civilians and the portrayal of the war itself, and finishing with a 
superbly written "Incomclusions." The topical approacha and emphasis on the Nazi-Soviet conflict will be offputting 
to some readers invested in a chronological and/or Anglo-America-centric narrative. Perhaps inevitably, a few details 
get roughly treated along the way. However, Davies thoroughly documents his principal theme, with style.The general 
reader may lack the background to appreciate Davies' theme, but knowing students of the conflict shoud find "No 
Simple Victory" to be an entertaining, even enlightening read. To those discerning students, this book is highly 
recommended.

One of the world?s leading historians re- examines World War II and its outcome A clear-eyed reappraisal of World 
War II that offers new insight by reevaluating well-established facts and pointing out lesser-known ones, No Simple 
Victory asks readers to reconsider what they know about the war, and how that knowledge might be biased or 
incorrect. Norman Davies poses simple questions that have unexpected answers: Can you name the five biggest battles 
of the war? What were the main political ideologies that were contending for supremacy? The answers to these 
questions will surprise even those who feel that they are experts on the subject. Davies has established himself as a 
preeminent scholar of World War II . No Simple Victory is an invaluable contribution to twentieth-century history and 
an illuminating portrait of a conflict that continues to provoke debate.

From Publishers WeeklyDavies's latest book about the Second World War is an extended argument that most 
Americans and Europeans—even well-educated ones—have failed to grasp even the most basic facts about the single 
largest event of the 20th century. His polemic is laid out slowly and carefully, beginning with the mistakes (the 
American WWII memorial lists the years of the war as 1941–1945) and proceeding from there. Such a book requires a 
reader who can hold listeners' attention for long stretches of facts and figures, and Vance is just the man. He sounds 
like a narrator for a History Channel documentary, and considering the topic, this is perfect for Davies's book. Vance 
makes Davies's work not another rehashing of familiar material, but a riveting, sustained performance. Copyright © 
Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.From BooklistIt may startle many to 
learn that no definitive history yet exists of World War II. Yet such is the argument by historian John Keegan in The 
Battle for History (1996), reiterated here with evidentiary force by historian Davies. A specialist on the European war's 
German-Soviet component (Rising '44: The Battle for Warsaw, 2004), Davies perceives several faults in both 
professional presentations and popular understandings of the war. Americans and Britons tend to overrate their 
countries' contribution to victory, remembering Dunkirk and D-Day and forgetting that most combat occurred in the 
east. More seriously, in Davies' estimation, Western historians and their audience do not sufficiently understand the 
war aims and murderous record of the Soviet Communist regime. It was as expansionist and unmercifully inhumane as 
the Nazi tyranny over which it was the principal victor: most know of Auschwitz or the (German) invasion of Poland; 
far fewer are aware of Vorkuta or the (Soviet) invasion of Poland. A trenchant critique, Davies' book ought to provoke 
readers and writers of WWII history. Taylor, Gilbert a Infused with irony and paradox, qualities essential to 
understanding history . . . ["No Simple Victory"] rearranges and juxtaposes facts and events in often unexpectedly 
illuminating ways.a a"The Atlantic" a A lively and contrary historiography, skillfully written.a a"Library 
Journal"Infused with irony and paradox, qualities essential to understanding history . . . ["No Simple Victory"] 
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