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Alvin D. Coox : Nomonhan: Japan Against Russia, 1939  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it 
would be worth my time, and all praised Nomonhan: Japan Against Russia, 1939: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. The Japanese army left a good account of itself.By ben-
YohananDetailed Study of the Nomonhan incident. It's really more like a lot of small and medium scale skirmishes for 
half of 1939. Despite losing diplomatically, the Japanese forces preform very well, while having lighter, and mostly 
inferior materiel, as well as some bad policies from military command. Disproportionate damage was done to Red 
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army and Mongolian troops, which was quite unexpected to read. It goes into fantastic and technical detail of tactics 
used. This may seem a bit dry if you're looking for an engrossing narrative. But to me, the information is highly 
engrossing because I love reading this kind of material.This sheds some light on why Japan viewed its Kwangtung 
army (stationed in Manchuria) as its best. This army so no real action against US forces in the South Pacific, and 
primarily remained stationed in Manchuria. Their combat record is well documented in this book.4 of 4 people found 
the following review helpful. One of the best WWII-era operational military history books everBy M. PitcavageCoox's 
magisterial Nomonhan, which has stood the test of time extraordinarily well, is not only the best study of this 
particular obscure border battle between Imperial Japan and the Soviet Union in 1939, it is also one of the best World 
War II era operational level studies (though it extends far beyond operations in its scope).Moreover and most 
importantly, it is the single most impressive English-language book on the conduct of operations by the Japanese 
Army. Even though it describes a battle in Manchuria in 1939, anybody who reads this book will gain great insight 
into why the Japanese Army fought as it did (and fought so poorly) from 1941-1945. The IJA's lack of the heavy 
weaponry needed to conduct a modern war, its lack of emphasis on intelligence and reconnaissance, its impulsive 
leadership, its focus on will over weaponry, and perhaps most importantly the unusual and often self-defeating ways 
that the Japanese officer corps tended to react to tactical or operational setbacks, are all on full display here. Coox 
manages to present a portrait of the dynamics of the IJA that are almost unmatched in English.This is simply one of 
the most important reads for anybody seeking to understand the Japanese Army in the World War II era. It well repays 
the effort it takes to read such a long volume.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Authoratative and 
ExpansiveBy CustomerThis book as well as anatomy of a small war illustrate the Political and Military Tensions in the 
Far East 1931-1939 between Japan and Soviet Russia. The information of this confrontation between Japan and Soviet 
Russia requires significant contemplation of the reader to discern what exactly transpired in the events, for the reason 
that official reports tended to be altered for effect either for Political, Military, or Publicity means. The wealth of 
information has to be continually compared with after action and casualty reports as well as first hand statements 
throughout to dissipate the Fog of WAR.for example, units engaged may be larger than they are and considerably 
reinforced, as at Changkufeng and Lake Khansan. The Official Japanese reports of only the Japanese 75th Regiment 
holding off the Soviet 39 Corps for 10 days outnumbered 5-1 sounds heroic. Cross referencing TOP SECRET 
Japanese casualty reports published after the War included in this information discloses that the number of Japanese 
forces was 3 X what was estimated.The most valuable information is that on Soviet Operations.

From May to September 1939 Japan and the Soviet Union fought a fierce, large-scale undeclared war on the 
Mongolian plains that ended with a decisive Soviet victory with two important results: Japan reoriented its strategic 
emphasis towards the south, leading to war with the United States, Britain, and the Netherlands; and Russia freed itself 
from the fear of fighting on two fronts, thus vitally affecting the course of the war with Germany.

"Monumental. . . . The culmination of 35 years of research. . . . The finest English-language study written by a single 
author on modern Asian military history. Indeed, it is arguably a military history classic of any age and any language." 
—Mark R. Peattie,The American Historical 


