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John Sweeny : North Korea Undercover: Inside the World's Most Secret State  before purchasing it in order to 
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised North Korea Undercover: Inside the World's Most 
Secret State: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. OK ... could be betterBy J. NielingI am glad I read the book. It is 
very eye opening. However, it is not very well written and the kindle version has many many words that were pushed 
together with no blanks between the words, making it a bit more challenging to read. I haven't read Nothing to Envy 
but I understand that it is a better book1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Captivating and Highly 
Informative!!By CustomerJohn Sweeney was a good friend during our LSE days (regrettably quite a few years ago) so 
I would probably have rated the book highly regardless, but I genuinely loved it. It is a unique blend of careful, well-
documented analysis and gripping narrative. North Korea undoubtedly wins the prize for most totalitarian regime, and 
for those fascinated -- as I am -- by it, this is a totally must read. A great complement to the book is the documentary 
film that Sweeney and colleagues shot during their trip. I am also going to turn to John's other books, notably his 
account of the life and times of Ceausescu, communist Romania's famed dictator.0 of 0 people found the following 
review helpful. Great book, terrible typosBy Christina M.I am enjoying the author's perspective on North Korea and its 
people. However, the Kindle edition that I purchased is absolutely riddled with typos. There are letters missing from 
words, and more often than not, words that run together without spaces. This makes reading somewhat annoying, 
though the content itself is quite interesting. This edition of the book really does need some editing and revision.

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1504609468


Award-winning BBC journalist John Sweeney is one of the few foreign journalists to have witnessed the devastating 
reality of life in the controversial and isolated nation of North Korea. Having entered the country undercover, Sweeny 
posed as a university professor with a group of students from the London School of Economics.Drawing on his own 
experiences and extensive interviews with defectors and key witnesses, Sweeney's North Korea Undercover provides a 
rare insight into life in North Korea today while examining the country's troubled history and addressing important 
questions about its uncertain future.

"Sweeney's book is a spark in the dark of North Korea." * The Times * "The recent UN report on North Korea under-
lined the importance of Sweeney's book. There is much to learn from North Korea Undercover." * Literary * 
"Harrowing... creepy and poignant; and, in turn, tragic and obscene. North Korea Undercover asserts that the West 
should be more concerned about labour camps than nuclear weapons." -- Tom Farrell * Sunday Business Post * 
"Explosive and entertaining... Sweeney provides a remarkably vivid look at this hidden country. An investigative must-
read." * Booklist * "A tremendous piece of reporting. This book is one that we should all read and absorb." * Army 
Rumour Service *About the AuthorJohn Sweeney is a reporter for BBC Panorama who became a YouTube sensation 
when he lost his temper with a senior member of the Church of Scientology. Before joining the BBC in 2001, he 
worked for twelve years at the Observer, where he covered wars and revolutions and unrest in more than sixty 
countries. Over the course of his career, Sweeny has won one Emmy, two Royal Television Society Awards, one 
Radio Academy Award, the What the Papers Say Journalist of the Year Prize, an award from Amnesty International, 
and the Paul Foot Award. The author of eight books, his hobby is falling off his bike on the way back from the pub. 


