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Joseph Bermudez : North Korean Special Forces (Special Warfare)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether 
or not it would be worth my time, and all praised North Korean Special Forces (Special Warfare): 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Great study on the DPRK Special ForcesBy T ChinGreat study on 
the history and organization of the DPRK Special Forces. Its also one of the VERY few monographs on the topic, and 
even though it dates back to 1998, its also one of the most recent. A must have, for those studying the military sciences 
of the Pacific Rim....4 of 7 people found the following review helpful. Excellent resource with a few flaws...By A 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1557500665


CustomerI really enjoyed this book. It is really the only book that authoritatively covers this topic. The book's sections 
on the different SF organizations in the DPRK are based on solid evidence. Some of the information seemed to me to 
be quite old (from the 60's), but nevertheless is convincing and still relevant considering that the DPRK seems to still 
operate in many of the same ways.It is not surprising that some of the rhetoric in the book is right-of-center. For 
instance, Bermudez (like most other American authors on the DPRK) likes to point out atrocities committed by 
'communist' guerillas while ignoring the fact that most atrocities committed during the period of 1945-1953 were 
committed by the Korean National Police, Army of the Republic of Korea, and right-wing youth groups. He mentions 
atrocities committed by communists during the Yosu-Sunchon Rebellion, but fails to mention the utter holocaust 
visited upon the residents of Cheju Island by the Korean Constabulary (Army), KNP, and violent right-wing youth 
groups; by the way, these forces were transported to the island with US assets and advised by US military advisors in 
the field. Bermudez doesn't seem to be interested in really addressing what motivated the guerillas of the South, but 
considering the scope of this book, this is just a minor detail.Also rather annoying were the frequent and obvious 
spelling and grammar issues. I don't think there was much of an editing process! Check out page 22 where Bermudez 
says that communist partisans were to "ferment unrest". I didn't know you COULD "ferment" unrest(!) I believe the 
word he was looking for was "foment". These issues with his English are frequent enough to be somewhat of an 
annoyance, but don't really make the book any less interesting.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. 
Accurate and InformativeBy A CustomerI had the privilege of interviewing Mr. Bermudez as well as reading this book 
while researching North Korean Special Forces. The book is highly informative and the author exceptionally 
knowledgeable. It would be interesting to see the latest information he has gathered considering the present 
economic/food situations.At time of printing, NKSF were the best special forces in the world for their set of missions. 
Other special forces are better suited for different missions and have different resources available to them.I would 
recommend this book to anyone looking for reliable background information on the specific topic, as well as anyone 
interested in the highly ideological and self sacrificial mentality instilled in these people.

North Korea fields one of the world's largest armies, tasked with annihilating U.S. and South Korean forces and 
reuniting the two Koreas. At the tip of the North Koreans' spear is the largest special operations force in the world. 
Here, a leading expert on the subject fully exposes and analyzes this dangerous threat. Updating and expanding his 
original 1988 study, Joseph Bermudez includes in this second edition all the new information gleaned from debriefings 
of North Korean special forces defectors, interviews with South Korean and U.S. intelligence personnel, recently 
declassified intelligence documents, and P'yongyang itself. An indispensable guide, the volume offers a gold mine of 
material about the special units and provides the first unclassified history of North Korea's intelligence services. It 
details the organization and equipment of North Korea's commandos, their missions and capabilities, and the threats 
they pose around the globe. The author fully describes the commandos' evolution from a small force in the 1950s to 
the present highly motivated, well-trained, and indoctrinated force of more than one hundred thousand troops, and he 
includes recently discovered material about their hidden role in the Korean War.


