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Kanisorn Wongsrichanalai : Northern Character: College-Educated New Englanders, Honor, Nationalism, and 
Leadership in the Civil War Era (The North's Civil War)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it 
would be worth my time, and all praised Northern Character: College-Educated New Englanders, Honor, Nationalism, 
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and Leadership in the Civil War Era (The North's Civil War): 

The elite young men who inhabited northern antebellum states?the New Brahmins?developed their leadership class 
identity based on the term “character”: an idealized internal standard of behavior consisting most importantly of 
educated, independent thought and selfless action. With its unique focus on Union honor, nationalism, and 
masculinity, Northern Character addresses the motivating factors of these young college-educated Yankees who 
rushed into the armed forces to take their place at the forefront of the Union’s war.This social and intellectual history 
tells the New Brahmins’ story from the campus to the battlefield and, for the fortunate ones, home again. Northern 
Character examines how these good and moral “men of character” interacted with common soldiers and faced battle, 
reacted to seeing the South and real southerners, and approached race, Reconstruction, and Reconciliation.

"Northern Character sheds new light on a group of men whose influence on postwar America was undeniable. . . . 
Wongsrichanalai offers provoking insight into the intellectual development of America's elite." - James G. 
Kopaczewski, The Civil War Monitor"At its best, this is an excellent example of intellectual history, straightforward 
and written clearly." - R. D. Screws, Choice s"Shorn of slavery--or at least safely distanced from it--this northern 
honor code informed the New Brahmin approach to their own lives, to the nation, and, of course, to the Civil War. 
That it was an ideal that few could live up to, in the end, is acknowledged at the start of this fine and nuanced work, 
which tracks the evolution of the New Brahmin outlook from college through military camp to Reconstruction. . . . 
What he [Wongsrichanalai] has given us here is a challenging and fresh assessment of an important and hitherto 
neglected aspect of the Union war: the ambitious, aspirations, and, ultimately, isolation of the northern elite." - Susan-
Mary Grant, The Journal of the Civil War Era"Engagingly written and convincingly argued, the book holds important 
insights for scholars interested in the cultural roots of sectional conflict, the social dynamics of the Union army, and 
the postwar movements for reconciliation and liberal reform." - William Wagner, Civil War Book 


