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Kevin F. Kern, Gregory S. Wilson : Ohio: A History of the Buckeye State  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Ohio: A History of the Buckeye State: 

0 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Ohio HistoryBy J ToddVery comprehensive and easy to read 
compilation of the State of Ohio's history.0 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Good InfoBy Lewis 
HenryGood book10 of 10 people found the following review helpful. Very good overview of Ohio historyBy Lux71I 
was delighted to stumble upon this book, wanting to find a good history of my newly adopted state. The authors have 
undertaken a massive challenge, providing a history of this diverse state beginning with the geologic underpinnings to 
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the present time. The writing style was very good. I appreciated how they framed this history within the larger context 
of national events and the cultural milieu of the time. The synopsis at the end of each chapter is a good tool and I know 
I will return to these sections in the future. This was a great starting point for me to begin to develop a better 
understanding and appreciation of Ohio. My only disappointment was an undo emphasis on politics during post-Civil 
War forward. I was hoping to learn more about the State's involvement and development during the Industrial 
Revolution. Nonetheless, I would recommend this book to someone wanting to learn about this multifaceted state.

Ohio: A History of the Buckeye State explores the breadth of Ohio’s past, tracing the course of history from its earliest 
geological periods to the present day in an accessible, single-volume format. Features the most up-to-date research on 
Ohio, drawing on material in the disciplines of history, archaeology, and political science Includes thematic chapters 
focusing on major social, economic, and political trends Amply illustrated with maps, drawings, and photographs 
Receipient of the Ohio Geneological Society's Henry Howe Award in 2014

2014 receipient of the Henry Howe Award, presented by the Ohio Genealogical Society “Kevin F. Kern and Gregory 
S. Wilson have produced a very readable and accessible text.”  (Akron Beacon Journal, 6 October 2013) “Kevin Kern 
and Gregory Wilson’s readable, authoritative, and comprehensive book immediately becomes the standard point of 
departure for anyone interested in learning about Ohio’s rich and diverse past.” —Andrew Cayton, Miami University   
“Providing a much-needed and up-to-date history of the Buckeye State, this book will quickly become the standard 
text for college-level Ohio history courses. It is readable, comprehensive, and well researched.” —L. Diane Barnes, 
Youngstown State University    “The best book on Ohio's history in more than a generation.  Kern and Wilson have 
written a comprehensive, readable, invaluable history of the Buckeye State. A terrific read and a reliable reference.” 
—R. Douglas Hurt, Purdue UniversityFrom the Back CoverCarved out of the Northwest Territory, the state of Ohio 
has a long and rich history, one that played pivotal roles in every phase of American history. In Ohio: A History of the 
Buckeye State, the first survey of Ohio history designed specifically for use in the college-level course in Ohio History 
and the first entirely new, complete history of Ohio to appear in more than 20 years, Professors Kern and 
Wilsonexplore the breadth of the Buckeye State’s past, tracing the course of its history from the earliest geological 
periods to the present day in an accessible, single-volume format. Drawing on the latest scholarship from history, 
archaeology, and political science, this comprehensive study presents the most up-to-date, interdisciplinary history of 
the state currently available. Authors Kern and Wilson bring to bear more than twenty years of combined academic 
experience in teaching Ohio history at the college level in their exploration of major themes in the state’s history, 
augmenting the standard chronological narrative with thematic chapters weaving together major social, economic, and 
political trends over time. All of this makes Ohio: A History of the Buckeye State an essential resource for students 
and scholars alike in its presentation of the full sweep of the history of the state of Ohio. 


