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Therodore Ayrault Dodge : On Campaign with the Army of the Potomac: The Civil War Journal of Therodore
Ayrault Dodge before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised On
Campaign with the Army of the Potomac: The Civil War Journal of Therodore Ayrault Dodge:

0 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Maine trapperanother good read for Civil War buffs


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0815410301

(buy it)8 of 8 people found the following review helpful. A remarkably vivid memoir of military lifeBy Midwest Book
ReviewAbly edited by Stephen Sears, On Campaign With The Army Of The Potomac: The Civil War Journal Of
Theodore Ayrault Dodge is the compelling and informative memoir of Theodore Doge (1842-1909) who joined the
Union Army at the age of 19 and kept arunning "journal-type account” of wis battlefield experiences. He was a
lieutenant colonel in the Army of the Potomac's 101st, and later transferred to the 199th New Y ork infantry regiment.
He saw action at the Seven Days Battle, Second Bull Run, and Chancellorsville, ending his journal and fighting career
on the bloody field of Gettysburg. He was wounded three times -- once slightly, once seriously, and then losing aleg.
On Campaign With The Army Of The Potomac is aremarkably vivid memoir of military life that is a welcome and
much appreciated contribution to the growing library of Civil War studies.4 of 4 people found the following review
helpful. A must have for the Civil War BuffBy Thomas BlackburnAn excellent first person narrative from the point of
view of aCaptain in the Army of the Potomac. Whereas most civil war histories are written from an omnicient thrid
person view which focuses on battles and strategy; here we get a chance to see what the war was like to alowly
footsoldier. What comes off most is the incredible monotony, privitation, and uncertainty which dominated the
soldier'slife. One also gets an insight to how magical the simplest pleasures (ie. coffee) can be to one who has been
long without. It has been said that war consists of long periods of boredom interspaced with moments of sheer terror.
This book brings that adage home in ajournal written on the spot by a man who went on to become one of the great
19th century historians.

Theodore Ayrault Dodge (1842-1909) was the nineteenth century's greatest military historian and author of
biographies of Hannibal, Alexander the Great, Julius Caesar, Gustavus Adol phus and Napoleon.

From Library Journal Among the never-ending appearance of Civil War memoirs, diaries, and correspondence, this
journal, kept by Theodore A. Dodge, deserves special attention. Ably compiled by well-known Civil War chronicler
Sears (Landscape Turned Red: The Battle of Antietam), this New Y ork regimental officer's account covers a year of
military service, from the Seven Days battles outside Richmond in 1862 to Gettysburg, where Dodge (who later
became a great military historian) was wounded. Whether he is passing judgment on superior officers, describing the
everyday humdrum of soldier life, or pondering why he was fighting, Dodge's observations are unfailingly interesting.
Filled with incisive observations and penetrating commentary on subjects ranging from general ship to the political
objectives of the conflict, this narrative is sure to enrich and inform our understanding of both the war and the men
who fought it. Recommended for academic and larger public libraries. Brooks D. Simpson, Arizona State Univ.,
Tempe Copyright 2001 Reed Business Information, Inc.From BooklistRecreational readers and historians alike never
tire of the Civil War, which assures a readership for this new book on the conflict. Stephen W. Sears, known for his
book on Antietam, Landscape Turned Red (1983), has edited the journal of Theodore Dodge, who turned historian
after the war and wrote one of the first books on Chancellorsville, of which he had firsthand knowledge, for his
regiment was in the Union wing crushed by Stonewall Jackson's attack. Dodge's acuity makes invaluable his
persepctive on the Army of the Potomac's hadir, its string of defeatsin 1862-63. The privations of campaigning, the
loss of companions, and even the life of camp rumors Dodge records enable his journal, which ends with his wounding
and capture at Gettysburg, to conjure avivid, you-are-there aura. Gilbert TaylorCopyright © American Library
Association. All rightsreserved A splendid diarist's account of the war... . Combining detailed descriptions of camp
life and battle, and excellently written, it is a most worthy addition to its genre. (America's Civil War)...memorable
vignettes of soldiers under stress, and unsparing criticism of Union officers who seemed unable to place their menin a
position to win victories. With this edition of Dodge's work, Stephen W. Sears has made a worthy contribution to the
literature on the Civil War in the Eastern Theater. (Gary W. Gallagher, author of The Confederate War and Lee and
His Generalsin War and Memory)Published here for the first time, Dodge's journal will become a classic of Civil War
literature, for it is the day-to-day record of ayoung officer who could write as well asfight and did both superbly.
(Albert Castel, author of Decision in the West: The Atlanta Campaign of 1864)Whether he is passing judgement on
superior officers, describing the everyday humdrum of soldier life, or pondering why he was fighting, Dodge's
observations are unfailingly interesting. Filled with incisive observations and pennetrating commentary on subjects
ranging from generalship to the political objectives of the conflict, this narrative is sure to enrich and inform our
understanding of both the war and the men who fought it. (Brooks D. Simpson Booklist)With a helping hand from
editor Stephen W. Sears, Dodge's account of life in the Army of the Potomac is one of the freshest to emerge in recent
years...His description of life on the march and in camp is enlightening. His thoughts on the Seven Days Battles and
Burnside'sinfamous "Mud March" are refreshing, and his account of the Chancellorsville Campaign is first-rate. For
today's readers, then, On Campaign with the Army of the Potomac is as significant awork as the author's acclaimed
histories of the war were in their day. (Eric Ethier Civil War Book )Under even the most trying conditions, Dodge kept
hisjournal faithfully. His accounts of Chancelorsville and the march to Gettysburg, where he lost hisright foot, are
crisp and detailed. ... Dodge's journal also answers succinctly the questions modern readers would most want to ask



him. (Concord Monitor)A vivid, firsthand account of the Civil War. (Forecast)



