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Alan D Gaff : On Many a Bloody Field: Four Yearsin thelron Brigade before purchasing it in order to gage
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised On Many a Bloody Field: Four Y earsin the Iron Brigade:

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. great civl war readBYy joe dobrodeyits a good read.good insight to
lifein acivilwar regiment, soldier. diaries are awesome , because everyone saw and experienced something different


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0253330637

on the same battlefield. you need this book in your collection.O of O people found the following review helpful. Five
StarsBy Steven BerryDelivered quickly, as advertised.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. American
Military History at its BestBy PelaroThe book's title and jacket information let you know exactly what to expect: a
highly detailed, richly textured military history, with afocus on one company from one famous regiment in one
famous brigade. Thisis not abook for the casual historian, but its dual focus on the lives of individuals juxtaposed
with heartrendingly detailed battle descriptions make this one unforgettable read. The accounts of Antietam and the
first day of Gettysburg are absolutely riveting. | know of no better depiction of the First Corps desperate fight on July
1, 1863. Those who desire aquick fix will not appreciate Gaff's work, but that contrasts with why it is so memorable
to anyone interested in more than just tales of blood and glory. Once you get immersed in the people involved, in the
lives of ordinary men volunteering to save their country, the climax of desperate combat takes on awhole new
meaning.

"On Many aBloody Field" isamasterpiece of Civil War scholarship and painstaking historical research - reviews
"Bookwatch". "The author gives some of the best descriptions of the daily life of a Civil War soldier that can be found
anywhere" - reviews "Library Journal". "It is a history of the common man, the ordinary men who circumstances call
upon to do extraordinary jobs...one of the best examples of this genre of Civil War studies’ - quotes "Free-Lance Star"
(St. Petersburg, FL). "Thisis an excellent unit history of arenowned regiment” - reviews "Civil War News'. "The
story is highly dramatic and well told" - says "Indianapolis Star". "Alan D. Gaff has managed to provide both scholars
and general readers anew perspective on the Civil War..." - reviews "History". "American history on a human scale" -
guotes "Kirkus Review". "On Many a Bloody Field" follows one of the Civil War's most famous combat
organizations - Company B, 19th Indiana Volunteers of the Iron Brigade - in avivid account of ordinary people thrust
into extraordinary circumstances. Alan Gaff follows the men from recruitment through mustering out, from the tedium
of camp to the excitement of battle. Marches and battles are described in detail, but Gaff also devotes close attention to
how the war affected individuals, both physically and emationally. Formed into a brigade with the 2nd, 6th, and 7th
Wisconsin, these Indiana soldiers fought their first real battle at Brawner Farm. Over four difficult years, they fought
on many abloody field: Second Bull Run, South Mountain, Antietam, Fredericksburg, Gitzhugh Crossing, Gettysburg,
Wilderness, Laurel Hill, North Anna River, Cold Harbor, Petersburg, and Weldon Railroad. With meticulous care,
Alan Gaff recounts the experience of war from the soldiers perspective, often in the words of the men themselves.
Thisintimate portrait of men at war is an important contribution to the literature of the Civil War.

From Library JournalIn this exhaustive study of one of the Civil War's most famous combat organizations (Company
B, 19th Indiana Volunteers of the Iron Brigade), Gaff (If This s War, Morningside, 1991) follows Company B from
its organization through all the battles in which it participated until Appomattox. The author gives some of the best
descriptions of the daily life of a Civil War soldier that can be found anywhere. He expertly portrays camp life, the
feelings of soldiers during battle, the handling of deserters, home life as it affected the soldiers, hospitals, prison
camps, and politics. His book gives an excellent picture of the common soldier and why he was willing to undergo all
of the horrors of war for his beliefs. Recommended for al Civil War collections.2W. Walter Wicker (ret.), Louisiana
Tech. Univ., RustonCopyright 1996 Reed Business Information, Inc.From Kirkus sAn immensely affecting evocation
of the military experience during the Civil War, which tracks a small band of Union soldiers over the entire course of
the belligerency. Drawing on personal papers, archival material, and allied sources, veteran Civil War historian Gaff
(Brave Men's Tears, not reviewed) offers a start-to-finish account of those who served in Company B of the 19th
Indiana, aregiment that along with other all-volunteer outfits from Michigan and Wisconsin comprised the so- called
Iron Brigade. Recruited as the Richmond City Greys shortly after Confederate forces fired on Fort Sumter, the unit
went into action in the summer of 1862, at Brawner Farm and the second battle of Bull Run. As an integral part of a
storied legion in the Army of the Potomac, it subsequently campaigned (with considerable distinction and appalling
losses from disease as well as rebel muskets) at South Mountain, Antietam, Gettysburg, the Wilderness, Laurel Hill,
and Weldon Railroad (a gateway to the South's capital). In addition to providing meticulous reconstructions of the
many battles in which the Hoosiers fought, the author recounts how they relieved the tedium of winter camps with bad
whiskey, baseball, foraging, and games of chance. Gaff aso details the adverse reaction to the Emancipation
Proclamation of troops who had rallied around the flag to quell an insurrection, not to free black slaves. Covered as
well are the ways in which Washington induced veterans to remain in the ranks once their three-year enlistments were
up, the unhappy lot of POWSs, the persistent problem of desertion, the political games played by general officers, the
paperwork snafus that seem to afflict any military organization larger than a squad, and the informal ceasefires often
arranged by Northern and Southern pickets. American history on a human scale, and an estimable close-up
contribution to a genre overcrowded with big-picture assessments. (25 photos, five maps, not seen) -- Copyright
©1996, Kirkus Associates, LP. All rights reserved. One of the Civil War's most famous combat organizationsis
brought to life in the pages of On Many A Bloody Field, Alan Gaff's vivid account of ordinary people thrust into
extraordinary circumstances. On Many A Bloody Field follows a small band of volunteers who made up Company B



of the 19th Indiana Infantry. They joined with the 2nd, 6th, and 7th Wisconsin to form the legendary Iron Brigade.
With meticulous care, Gaff recounts the experience of war from the soldiers perspective, often in the words of the
men themselves. On Many A Bloody Field is amasterpiece of Civil War scholarship and painstaking historical
research. -- Midwest Book



