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Barrett Tillman : On Wave and Wing: The 100 Year Quest to Perfect the Aircraft Carrier  before purchasing it 
in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised On Wave and Wing: The 100 Year Quest to 
Perfect the Aircraft Carrier: 

4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. The maestro does it again!By John MitchellIf you are at all 
interested in aircraft carriers, naval aviation and the carrier battles of WWII this book is a must read (and if not you 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1621575918


should be!). As in all his books, Barrett Tillman details a fascinating subject including developments by the US and 
foreign navies, first person anecdotes that bring the story to life and an excellent overview of carriers coming to age 
during WWII.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Tillman Does it (Yet) Again!By Dick HallionAt first 
glance, it might seem that naval aviation has been covered so extensively and by so many outstanding historians that it 
is hard to justify yet another book on the evolution of the aircraft carrier. That is, until one reads Barrett Tillman's 
latest book, On Wave and Wing. Having first made his name nearly a half-century ago with what is still the definitive 
history of the Douglas SBD Dauntless, Tillman has produced a succession of outstanding works on various aspects of 
naval aviation, naval aircraft, specific wars and campaigns, and military affairs. This book shows that he has not lost 
his touch for blending first-rate research, keen insight, and clear, accessible prose to produce a book that is both 
definitive and fascinating. In a year of exceptional naval aviation studies--VAdm Robert Dunn's Gear Up, Mishaps 
Down, and Robert "Boom" Powell's Wave-Off! come immediately to mind--Barrett Tillman has produced a standout 
work, one belonging in the collections of anyone interested in the development of the carrier, its role in war, and its 
place in America's national security strategy. Bravo Zulu!0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Valuable 
historical account, not flawlessBy electricamermanInteresting. Lots of behind scenes/anecdotal stories. Good 
illustrations. Detailed history of evolution of carriers, carrier aircraft, and flying off/landing technique. Interesting 
accounts of carrier battles of W.W.II. Good profiles of naval airmen, carrier commanders, flightcrew. IN MY 
OPINION, only drawback was the nationalist/pro-war bias woven into the historical exposition. Depending on reader's 
orientation, this slant may make a reader like or dislike this book. What do you expect? it's a book about war and 
killing. Now, if reader OVERLOOKS the right-slanted viewpoint of the author, book IS FILLED with valuable, 
fascinating historical accounts.

What defended the U.S. after the attack on Pearl Harbor, defeated the Soviet Union in the Cold War, and is an 
essential tool in the fight against terror? Aircraft Carriers. For seventy years, these ships remained a little understood 
cornerstone of American power. In his latest book, On Wave and Wing , Barrett Tillman sheds light on the history of 
these floating leviathans and offers a nuanced analysis of the largest man-made vessel in the history of the world.

“Even in today’s virtual, cyber world there is still nothing like being able to impose 100,000 tons of sovereign 
territory, unbridled and with the bit in the teeth, within a potential enemy’s scheme of maneuver. Read on then and 
learn. Barrett Tillman captures it all through his years of research and myriad interviews with those who have been 
there and seen the elephant, so prepare to take in all lines and get underway with the best maritime–aviation storyteller 
of them all.”—Captain Todd Zecchin, USN (Ret), final commanding officer of USS John F. Kennedy (CV-67) and 
USS Kitty Hawk (CV-63)“On Wave and Wing is a superlative account of the development of aircraft carriers of all 
nations and the people who man them, from Eugene Ely’s historic first launch from a ship in 1910 to the present. 
Author Barrett Tillman, a consummate authority on naval aviation, highlights his narrative with accounts from aviators 
and sailors who have ‘been there and done that’ for a century. On Wave and Wing describes ‘flattops’ as indispensable 
assets in America’s defense posture, and is so well written it’s like a novel you can’t put down. Strongly 
recommended.”—Captain Rosario Rausa, USN (Ret), editor, Wings of Gold“In all of his nonfiction histories and 
novels, Barrett Tillman always presents a magnificent account of naval history, naval aviation, and World War II. On 
Wave and Wing is a comprehensive, finely-crafted account of aircraft carrier and naval aviation evolution from the 
beginnings in the British Royal Navy to the present, replete with expert analysis intermingled with the personal stories 
of significant aviators and naval aviation shakers and movers.”—Stanley D. M. Carpenter, professor of strategy and 
policy, U.S. Naval War College 


