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Warren Trest : Once a Fighter Pilot: The Story of Korean War Ace Lt. Gen. Charles G. "Chick" Cleveland 
before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Once a Fighter Pilot: 
The Story of Korean War Ace Lt. Gen. Charles G. "Chick" Cleveland: 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Great presenttion of General ClevelandBy Mike DeBruhlI had the 
privilege to serve under General Cleveland as Assistant Exec Officer in Personnel Programs at the Pentagon. This 
book revealed a great deal that he never mentioned and is a great representation of him. From the book, I learned that 
we had much more in common than I had imagined....both were in the 81st TFW ( years apart ) both were at 
Bentwaters / Woodbridge, I was base Personnel Officer there while he was at Third Air Force HQ, etc., etc.,...I knew 
Mrs. Cleveland and she was a wonderful Air Force wife and great Lady This book brought back great memories and 
gave me an even greater appreciation of the contributions made by this man.Well done, factual, and keep you 
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engaged....particularly if you have had Military experience.Mike DeBruhl, Aiken, SC2 of 2 people found the following 
review helpful. Thanks For Your ServiceBy Rob ReiderEnjoyed the biography. The General is a man of honor, 
principle, and a great leader. I would have enjoyed reading more about his combat missions. Earning his 5th kill more 
than 50 years after the war ended is an incredible achievement.4 of 5 people found the following review helpful. My 
uncle, the Lt. General....By C. RiedelCharles G. Cleveland is my uncle and is one of the bravest men I have ever met. 
This book, for me, is a piece of family history and a great book for anyone who loves reading bios of one of many 
military heroes.

When Lt. Gen. Cleveland saw two Marlin B-10 bombers land in a field near his home, he ran "up to the field and 
climbed all over the airplanes," thus even as a young child, fueling his love with aviation. Cleveland went on to West 
Point and to a remarkable career in the Air Foce, with decades as an Air Force fighter pilot and commander on the 
frontlines of defense in the Cold War, Korea and Vietnam Wars. Still today he is very involved in community and 
military affairs. But when he became the last person to be named a Fighter Ace, the fortieth Fighter Jet Ace of the 
Korean War, and that honor coming fifty-six years after the fact, Lt. Gen. Cleveland received an honor he never 
thought would come to fruition.

''Warren Trest has captured in fascinating detail the unique experience of becoming a fighter ace -- but more 
importantly, he carefully highlighted how integrity, a core Air Force value, was constantly present throughout the 
extraordinary military career of Chick Cleveland. Recommended reading for aspiring young military officers.'' ----
William V McBride, General, USAF (Ret) - Commander of Air Training command and Military Airlift Command, 
and Vice Chief of Staff, USAFMy first assignment in August of 1950 was leading a rifle platoon in combat in the 19th 
Infantry Regiment, ''The Rock of Chickamauga.'' Chick's father was serving in the 19th when he was born. He was 
called ''the little chick'' It is how he got his nickname, I've not known a more distinguished graduate from the Military 
Academy in our time. He is an Ace in every way! -- --Major General Will Hill Tankersley USAR (Ret) - Platoon 
leasder in combat in Korea, Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense for Manpower and Reserve Affairs, Chairman, 
Montgomery Area Chamber of CommerceGen. Charles ''Chick'' Cleveland is a true patriot. His long, distinguished 
military career is matched only by the depth and breadth of his community service as a civilian. We in Montgomery 
were fortunate to benefit from his leadership as the Commander of Air University at Maxwell AFB, followed by his 
tenure leading the local United Way and today by his service as the founder and longtime executive director of 
SANYO, an organization making a difference in the lives of thousands of Montgomery youngsters. Not only is he an 
ace in the cockpit, just as importantly, he is an ace in the Montgomery community. -- --Todd Strange, Mayor of 
Montgomery, AlabamaAbout the AuthorWarren Trest, former Air Force senior historian, has authored and coauthored 
more than fifty military histories and studies. He was awarded the Purple Heart and Bronze Star medals as a U.S. 
Army combat reporter in the Korean War, and the Medal for Civilian Service while serving as an Air Force historian 
in Vietnam. In 2000 his book, Air Force commando One: Heinie Aderholt and America's Secret Air Wars was 
nominated for the Bancroft Prize for distinguished works in American history. Another work entitled Air Force Roles 
and Missions: A History was on the U.S. Air Force chief of staff's reading list for 2007. Other recent works are Wings 
of Denial: The Alabama Air Guard's Role at the Bay of Pigs (2001), coauthored with Don Dodd, professor emeritus of 
History at Auburn University Montgomery; Missing in Paradise (2003), and Nobody But the People: The Life and 
Times of Alabama's Youngest Governor (2008) 


