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John B. Lundstrom : One Drop in a Sea of Blue: The Liberators of the Ninth Minnesota  before purchasing it in 
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised One Drop in a Sea of Blue: The Liberators of 
the Ninth Minnesota: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. A Tale Well ToldBy Big BuckoIf you appreciate Civil War History, 
it is a good read. It was especially interesting for our family because my Great Grandfather, Henry Niles, was a 
member of the Ninth Minnesota. On pages 340-341 are the details of his capture, escape, recapture and his subsequent 
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internment in Andersonville prison. He contracted a severe intestinal disease while held prisoner and only survived ten 
years after his release. Fortunately during those ten years he fathered two children, one of which was my grandfather 
Jesse.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Things I Didn't KnowBy Donald G. FreemanI thought this was 
new and exciting. There was new information about our Great Civil War that I was unaware of. I had never read a 
description of Brice's Crossroads from the Union point of view. I was able to supplement the book with a trip to 
Andersonville and the book added a lot to my understanding of events at that place.1 of 1 people found the following 
review helpful. Great book!By Justine AndersonI especially love it because I have family in the book. My third great 
granduncle was a hero and my 4th great grandfather was the first in his company to die in a totally mismanaged battle, 
though his brigade was heroic in their loss.

Soldiers in the Union Army volunteered for many reasons—to reunite the country, to put down the southern rebellion. 
For most, however, slavery was a peripheral issue. Sympathy for slaves often came only after the soldiers actually 
witnessed their plight.In November 1863, thirty-eight men of the Minnesota Ninth Regiment responded to a fugitive 
slave's desperate plea by holding a train at gunpoint and liberating his wife, five children, and three other family 
members who were being shipped off to be sold. But this rescue happened in Missouri, where Union soldiers had firm 
orders not to interfere with loyal slaveholders. Charged with mutiny, the Minnesotans were confined for two months 
without being tried. Their case was even debated in the U.S. Senate. This remarkable and unprecedented incident 
remains virtually unknown today.One Drop in a Sea of Blue is the story of these thirty-eight liberators and of the 
Ninth Minnesota through the entire Civil War. After a humiliating defeat at Brice's crossroads, Mississippi, many were 
held at Andersonville and other notorious confederate prisons, where the Ninth Minnesota as a whole suffered a death 
rate exceeding 60 percent. Yet the regiment also helped destroy the confederate army of Tennessee at Nashville and 
capture mobile. In August 1865, when the Ninth Minnesota was mustered out, only fourteen liberators stood in its 
ranks. With vital details won through assiduous research, John Lundstrom uncovers the true stories of ordinary men 
who lived and died in extraordinary times.


