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George W. Baer : OneHundred Yearsof Sea Power: TheU. S. Navy, 1890-1990 before purchasing it in order to

gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and al praised One Hundred Y ears of Sea Power: The U. S. Navy,
1890-1990:

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. A excellent book on US Naval HistoryBy ShellbackThis book
describes how threats, world events, and politics created the Navy we have today. The book explains why the US
created alarge Navy, why various weapon systems were pursued, and the perceived threats during the 21st century.


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0804727945

The book also details the rivalry between the Air Force and the Navy (after reading this book it appears the USAF
posed a bigger threat to Navy than the Soviet Union). Our naval |eadership created a navy that was the only force that
could respond quickly in large numbers anywhere in the world. The book does not go into details describing battles, or
tactics during the various wars, but it is essential reading for anyone who wants to understand the US Navy. After
reading this book you will begin to discover that few political |eaders understand what the Navy can provide and you
will have a greater appreciation of our past naval leadership.0 of O people found the following review helpful. Great
readBy John R. NewmanGives a great account especially of stratetyO of O people found the following review helpful.
Five StarsBy Stephen BecketExcellent!

A navy is astate's main instrument of maritime force. What it should do, what doctrine it holds, what shipsit deploys,
and how it fights are determined by practical political and military choicesin relation to national needs. Choices are
made according to the state's goals, perceived threat, maritime opportunity, technological capabilities, practical
experience, and, not the least, the way the sea service definesitself and its way of war. This book is a history of the
modern U.S. Navy. It explains how the Navy, in the century after 1890, was formed and reformed in the interaction of
purpose, experience, and doctrine.

From Library JournalBaer (U.S. Naval War Coall.) takes what could have been a dry topic-the policy history of the
U.S. Navy-and turnsit into interesting reading. He reviews the development of, and the problemsinherent in, the
policy decisions that shaped the U.S. Navy and, in turn, other naval powers. The book follows navy policy makers as
they decide what the principal focus of the U.S. Navy will be and then determine the proper makeup of the fleet in
order to ensure that the policy be carried out. One fascinating section involves the struggle to determine which branch,
the Air Force or Navy, would control the nuclear weapons carried onboard navy vessels. With the strong focus on the
policy history of the navy, this book would be valuable for libraries with strong naval sciences and history
collections.Terry Wirick, Erie Cty., Lib. System, Pa.Copyright 1994 Reed Business Information, Inc. "Baer takes what
could have been adry topic?the political history of the modern U.S. Navy~?and turnsit into interesting reading."
(Library Journal)"A fine book: meticulous, judicious, incisive. It is a book to which the conventional
exaggerations?'must” reading, relevant, if you're only going to read one book on the subject, etc.?actually may be said
to apply. .. . Itisastudy of the interactions of technology, bureaucracy, politics and culture, of how an institution
adapts, or failsto adapt, to changing conditions. As such, the book belongs on alot of desks at the Pentagon.”
(Washington Times)"Thisis clearly one of the two or three most important works in American naval history published
in the last decade; it has the potential to become aclassic in the field. Well researched and carefully nuanced, it
provides a distinctive perspective on the evolving historical relationship between national interest and national politics
on the one hand and naval power on the other. Not only is thisasignificant contribution to scholarship?one that will
critically influence how historians and political scientists think about American naval power?it is an enormously
readable work. Baer writes beautifully, and he has organized his material effectively. The book isfully accessible to
anyone interested in naval history." (Edward Rhodes)"Policy makerswill benefit greatly from reading Baer's erudite
review of the navy's previous successes and failures in developing strategy. . . . In seeking to educate both the naval
and the non-naval communities, Baer admirably fulfills the special obligation of a public historian to convey to several
audiences his specia understanding of the institution he serves." (The Public Historian)"A valuable book that
stimulates reflection, reconsideration, and debate.”" (International History )From the Back CoverA fine book:
meticulous, judicious, incisive. It isabook to which the conventional exaggerations—"“must” reading, relevant, if
you're only going to read one book on the subject, etc.—actually may be said to apply. . . . It isastudy of the
interactions of technology, bureaucracy, politics and culture, of how an institution adapts, or fails to adapt, to changing
conditions. As such, the book belongs on alot of desks at the Pentagon.”—Washington Times* Baer takes what could
have been a dry topic—the political history of the modern U.S. Navy—and turnsit into interesting reading.”—Library
Journal



