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Dario Politella : Operation Grasshopper,: The story of army aviation in Korea from aggression to armistice 
before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Operation 
Grasshopper,: The story of army aviation in Korea from aggression to armistice: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Korea and the Emergence of Army AviationBy Colin D. CileyA 
hard-to-find accounting of the important establishment of the Army's little Air Force of its own. At a time when 
knowledge of the movement of North Korean forces, and the activities of the Chinese Red Army as it deployed into 
North Korea was a missing essential, the little "Cubs" of the US Army's Ground Forces stepped nto the vacuum and 
provided real-time intelligence for its beleaguered forces. Commanders from Company to Theater hopped into the 
"Grass-hoppers" to take a personal look at happenings in their front lines. The small, single-engine observation aircraft 
piloted by Army Liaison Pilots (later known as Army Aviators) could and did operated from tiny, hastily-prepared 
fields among the rice paddies close to the troops they supported, evacuating wounded between artillery fire-missions. 
The were also an essential source of rapid transport for those needing to visit or join combat units. As the "war" wore 
on, it notes that when President-elect Eisenhower came to Korea to fulfill his pre-election promise to end that war, he 
and his party of top level officers of all combat branches, utilized the "Cub's" unique abilities to take them to the front 
lines, meeting with their commanders, and to bring them back to the relative safety of Eighth US Armys Headquarters 
in Soeul. The author, Dario Politello, who was an Army Liaison Pilot, kept a diary of his time in Korea, upon which he 
based this writing. As aformer Liaison Piot, ,myself, I think you will enjoy it. I did!
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A history of Army Aviation's role in the Korean conflict. Author was a field artillery spotter pilot in L-4s in WW II, 
and he flew L-19s in Korea. He was the unofficial information officer for Army Aviation during the Korean conflict.


