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4 of 5 people found the following review helpful. read both of Armstrong's Antietam booksBy Ken SkinnerA highly 
detailed account of the Confederate reactions at Antietam. Given the many books , and there are a lot , that I have read 
about the battle , I think I now for the first time really know what happened in the West Woods and the Sunken Lane. 
If I have any complaint at all it's that I needed to use a magnifier for some of the map labels,, but that might be just 
because I'm old.4 of 5 people found the following review helpful. Maps are too small.By CustomerThis book would be 
much improved if the many maps were full page instead of half page. The maps were impossible to read without 
magnification, greatly diminishing their utility.1 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Kenneth 
R. GreenA good read.

With a tally of more than five thousand killed, twenty thousand wounded, and three thousand missing, the Battle of 
Antietam made September 17, 1862, the deadliest day of combat in American history. In Opposing the Second Corps 
at Antietam, Antietam scholar Marion V. Armstrong Jr. completes his magisterial study of Antietam begun in Unfurl 
Those Colors! by examining Robert E. Lee’s leadership at the climactic battle in the Confederate invasion of Union 
territory. Eminent Civil War historians consider Antietam the turning point of the war. Hoping to maintain the 
initiative they had gained at the Second Battle of Bull Run, Confederate leaders looked to a stunning victory on 
Northern soil to sour Northern sentiment on the war as well as to coax European powers to recognize the fledgling 
Confederacy. Having examined McClellan’s command and role at Antietam in Unfurl Those Colors!, Armstrong now 
recounts in riveting detail Lee’s command decisions and their execution in the field, drawing on a superlative 
collection of first-person accounts by Confederate veterans to narrate the cataclysmic struggle between Lee and 
McClellan. Armstrong sets the stage with a lively recap of the political and military events leading up to the early fall 
of 1862 and foreshadowing the conflagration to come on September 17. Each chapter then traces a critical section of 
the battle, the fight for the West Woods and the bloody engagement of the Sunken Road. Armstrong augments this 
collection with an exceptional set of maps, which will be valued by scholars, readers, and visitors to the battlefield. 
These unique maps delineate troop movements in intervals as brief as fifteen minutes, bringing to life the fluid, 
mutable lines that characterize the glory and horror of Antietam. Either together with Unfurl Those Colors! or as a 
stand-alone account of the Confederate side of the battle, Opposing the Second Corps at Antietam provides the fullest 
possible understanding of the experience of Confederate soldiers at Antietam.

"Fully complementing each other, the maps and battle narratives of the companion studies Unfurl Those Colors! and 
Opposing the Second Corps at Antietam together comprise the literature's clearest and most complete tactical history 
of the West Woods and Sunken Road phases of the Antietam battle. These volumes should be regarded as essential 
components of the 1862 Maryland Campaign bookshelf." —Civil War Books and Authors “Opposing the Second 
Corps at Antietam is an excellent companion to Unfurl Those Colors. Armstrong masterfully recounts the key 
engagements of the battle at a level of detail no other scholar has done, a task made difficult by the scarcity of 
Confederate sources. Historians, battlefield trampers, and enthusiasts will welcome his deep analysis.” —Thomas G. 
Clemens, editor of The Maryland Campaign of September 1862: Volume 1, South Mountain and The Maryland 
Campaign of September 1862:Volume II, Antietam 


