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Martin Mccauley : Origins of the Cold War 1941-49: Revised 3rd Edition before purchasing it in order to gage
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Origins of the Cold War 1941-49: Revised 3rd Edition:

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. AwfulBy ImpeachTrumpl'm surprised this book ever got past an
editor at Routledge. It begins with a discussion of traditional, revisionist and post revisionist interpretations of the cold
war which is disorganized and at times incoherent. The writing is awful (my students reading this would be utterly
confused). For example, he begins to explain the post-revisionist viewpoint (these scholars have had access to new
post-cold war archives/evidence) and then curiously goes on for pages and pages about George Kennan. The reader is
left unclear of the relationship between Kennan and post-revisionism! He finally comes back to post-revisionism at the
end of this section, but rambles on. He mentions new post-cold war evidence of use to scholars like Gaddis but never
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tells us what the new evidence is or what post-revisionists really think. Incoherent writing. | had to stop reading. How
couldan editor have followed this narrative?3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Understanding the Cold
WarBy gmsephiroth”Origins of the Cold War" is a great addition to the library of any history buff, or anyone looking
for abit of extrainsight into the Cold War. It offers agreater understanding of the turbulent politics and different
ideologiesthat led up to the Cold War, as well as the perspectives of these developments from the points of view of
both the United States and the Soviet Union. It helps the reader draw their own conclusion as to whose, if anyone's,
fault it was that the Cold War came to pass, and more importantly, if it could have been avoided.O of 0 people found
the following review helpful. Four StarsBy JacksonGood read and informative on stalins reign as well as staton
himself at the end.

The Cold War is one of the most important and widely studied areas of history. Martin McCauley’ s best-selling
Seminar Study unravels the complex issues which gave rise to the Cold War and explains how it originated. This new
edition isrevised, updated and expanded with new material on areas such as the KGB and spying, and the contribution
of intelligence to Stalin’s picture of the world. The new introduction looks at our perceptions of the Cold War, the
various approaches that have been adopted for reviewing the Cold War and the difficulties of developing atheory of
the Cold War. The book incorporates the most recent scholarship, theories and newly-released information to provide
students with an invaluable introduction to the subject.

From the Back Cover Origins of the Cold War coversthe formative years of the extraordinary struggle between the
two superpowers, the Soviet Union and the United States. In a clear and concise manner, Martin McCauley explains
how the Cold War originated and devel oped and unravels some of the complex issues that gave rise to the Cold War.
The book explores questions such as: Who was responsible for the Cold War? Was it inevitable or could it have been
avoided? Was Stalin genuinely interested in a post-war agreement? This third edition is revised, updated and expanded
with new material on areas such as the KGB and spying, and the contribution of intelligence to Stalin’s picture of the
world. Theintroduction looks at our perceptions of the Cold War, the various approaches that have been adopted for
reviewing the Cold War and the difficulties of developing atheory of the Cold War. The book incorporates the most
recent scholarship, theories and newly-released information to provide students with an invaluable introduction to the
subject. Martin McCauley is a seasoned writer and broadcaster who has a wealth of experience in Russian and
international affairs. His recent publications include Russia, America and the Cold War revised 2nd edition (2008),
Stalin and Stalinism revised 3rd edition(2008) and The Rise and Fall of the Soviet Union (2007) . About the
AuthorMartin McCauley isformer Senior lecturer in Politics at the School of Slavonic and East European Studies,
University of London. An extremely accomplished author, he has written three other Seminar Studies volumes: The
Khruschev Era, Russia, America and the Cold War and Stalin and Stalinism. He is also the author of Bandits,
Gangsters and the Mafia and Afghanistan and Central Asia.



