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Richard J. Evans : The Third Reich at War  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth 
my time, and all praised The Third Reich at War: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. The best of breadth and depth about the 3rd Reich at war.By Mary 
L. KenosianTerrific history, thorough details woven into a comprehensive and comprehensible history. If you want a 
good, thorough history that includes every source imaginable, this is it.One quibble with the writing: the author 
frequently piles up negatives in one sentence. Simple sample-"It was not uncommon for..."One time there were so 
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many, 4 in one long sentence, so that I had to start diagramming the sentence to figure out what it meant.0 of 0 people 
found the following review helpful. SuperbBy Forrest R. LindseyBeautifully detailed and very well written sequence 
of the internal events of Nazi Germany during WWII. At times, the clear details of the vicious and numbing treatment 
of the Jews and Gypsies and the Russian Prisoners of War becomes overwhelming but learning about all of it is 
essential if we are ever to avoid repeating anything of the kind ever again.Very highly recommended.1 of 1 people 
found the following review helpful. The Genesis and Death Spiral of the 3rd ReichBy QuelleI have read other books 
on this subject, but Evans books here, actually a trilogy, each about 900 pages is the ultimate read and study. The 
organization and coverage of all the pieces to this world event is truly amazing. I looked him up to see how he is 
received from his peers and sure enough, Evans is highly regarded and considered to be the source on Germany and 
what happen. The Holocaust is respectfully and courageously addressed in a very balanced manner, both for facts and 
insight. All three are a must for serious understanding.

An absorbing, revelatory, and definitive account of one of the greatest tragedies in human history Adroitly blending 
narrative, description, and analysis, Richard J. Evans portrays a society rushing headlong to self-destruction and taking 
much of Europe with it. Interweaving a broad narrative of the war's progress from a wide range of people, Evans 
reveals the dynamics of a society plunged into war at every level. The great battles and events of the conflict are here, 
but just as telling is Evans's re- creation of the daily experience of ordinary Germans in wartime. At the center of the 
book is the Nazi extermi­nation of the Jews. The final book in Richard J. Evan's three-volume history of Hitler's 
Germany, hailed "a masterpiece" by The New York Times, The Third Reich at War lays bare the most momentous and 
tragic years of the Nazi regime.

From Publishers WeeklyStarred . Describing the Third Reich from the height of its power to its collapse, Evans 
concludes the masterful trilogy that began with The Coming of the Third Reich and The Third Reich in Power. As in 
those works, Evans demonstrates a fluent style and a sweeping grasp of the Third Reich's history and of the enormous 
historical literature. The account is peppered with insightful anecdotes drawn from diaries, letters and speeches. What 
comes across most clearly is the supreme arrogance of the Nazis and the utterly rapacious character of their rule. 
Evans gives the Holocaust the centrality it deserves, while also depicting effectively the suffering of Poles and many 
others under Nazi domination. Evans offers a nuanced picture of the lives of Germans, but ultimately, he suggests, the 
Nazis' racial ideology thoroughly corrupted German society. Evans narrates the Reich's end in gripping fashion as the 
Allies closed in on Germany. Evans's fellow historians as well as a broader public will read this work, not quite with 
pleasure, for there is little joy in this story, but with admiration for the author's narrative powers. Illus., maps. (Mar. 
23) Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.From Bookmarks 
MagazineEvans receives a hero’s welcome in the press as he lays his final World War II tome, a towering, somber 
achievement of scholarship and narrative, to rest. As in the preceding volumes, Evans judiciously employs first-hand 
sources, measured judgments, and impeccable research to craft what most reviewers hail as the definitive work on the 
Third Reich of our generation. Evans never flinches from the gruesome details of this tragic historical period, yet as 
the Guardian notes, “in an almost Wagnerian way, you need to see the madness complete; you need to watch Berlin 
burning, a pyre of malevolent dreams. This is the fire Hitler built.” Despite the Spectator critic’s minor complaints 
about confusing endnotes and maps, that critic’s view represents the others: “If you have the time to read only a single 
book on Nazi Germany, this is the one.”Copyright 2009 Bookmarks Publishing LLCFrom Booklist*Starred * Evans is 
a professor of modern history at Cambridge University. This is the final volume in his trilogy that traces the history of 
the Third Reich. Like the earlier volumes, this is a massive, comprehensive, yet easily readable and engrossing 
chronicle. It is also a chilling and often downright sickening account of savagery on a gigantic scale. This is more than 
a military history, although Evans does an excellent job of explaining the strategies, tactics, and movement of huge 
armies and naval forces. What makes this account extraordinary are the descriptions of the effects of this war on the 
lives of ordinary people, both German and non-German. Of course, the efforts to exterminate European Jews are 
emphasized, and Evans illustrates not merely the horrors of the death camps but the cold, heartless brutality of the 
special SS units as they hunted down and slaughtered Jews, Poles, Russians, and anyone perceived as threats as the 
Wehrmacht moved east. As Hitler repeatedly proclaimed, this was a merciless war, and Evans has brilliantly recounted 
how it was waged. --Jay Freeman 


