(Download) The Thirty Years War: Europe's Tragedy

TheThirty YearsWar: Europe's Tragedy

Peter H. Wilson
ePub | *DOC | audiobook | ebooks | Download PDF

PETER H. WILS S

P

TRE-THIRTY. YEARSAWAR

.-d-f URORARES4.T R AG o v

v

Fii o

DOWNLOAD ™ READ ONLINE

#33246 in Books 2011-10-15 2011-09-060riginal language:EnglishPDF # 1 8.50 x 5.25 x 2.25l, 2.70 #File
Name: 06740623101024 pages | File size: 74.Mb

Peter H. Wilson : TheThirty Years War: Europe' s Tragedy before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it
would be worth my time, and all praised The Thirty Y ears War: Europe's Tragedy:

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Wilson's The Thirty Years War isajoy to readBy

HaxOfY orkWilson's work is exciting because of the care he takes in the details. His opening paragraphs snagged me
because his recounting of the attempted assassination of the emissaries being thrown from a castle window were both
horrible, and comical. With that incident he sets the pace for the rest of the work which is a highly informative joy to
read. Wilson lends his prose and expertise to the socioeconomic norms of the century, and to the vast bureaucracy of


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0674062310

the empire. Great read! 3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Best book on the subject so farBy Brandon
Felgerlf you read Geoffrey Parker's "Thirty Years War", and you wanted more, thisis the book for you. Whereas
Parker'swork isabrief primer of this era of European history, Wilson digs deep into the socio-poalitical, economic, and
confessional background of the Thirty Y ears War. Nations that were on the periphery in Parker's book (such as Spain,
Italy and the Ottoman Empire) are examined in detail for their influence on the conflict. Wilson leaves no stone
unturned in this book, and | believeit to be the definitive history of the war that planted the seed of German national
identity.4 of 5 people found the following review helpful. Much more than amilitary historyBy T. StibalA well-
written book with a sense of humor about a topic that is anything but humorous, this overview coversthe Thirty Year's
War in afashion that offers context, rather than just adry military account. At just under a thousand pages (with index
and illustrations) it's not for the casual reader, but for those interested in an in-depth examination of one of recorded
history's most turbulent periods, t is worth the money and more.After atidy depiction of the Defenestration of Prague,
the author opens the book with a social and religious examination of Europe, one that lays out some of the sectarian
conflict that the collision between Catholic and Protestants was stirring. Also examined was the socio-economic
structure that obtained at the time, a period when the modern concept of nationality was still in its embryonic
period.Then, it's off to the races, with the strands of "politics’, religion, economics and military action woven around
each other. You don't get just Tilly and Wallenstein and Gus - you get personalities from all over Europe. (Indeed, the
author goes so far as to tie in Spanish conquests and plundering in the New World with what most consider to be a
purely European conflict.) The author has crafted a book that is so much more than a standard military history.When
you finally come out the other end of the book, you will have a much better understanding of the period - not just from
the military standpoint, but from the standpoint of the whole, "big" picture.However, no mention of my family's
ancestor, a Bohemian cavalryman who fought for the Imps, and who took himself and his bride to Bavaria after his
involvement as aresult. My family all see this as a major omission; others might not.

A deadly continental struggle, the Thirty Y ears War devastated seventeenth-century Europe, killing nearly a quarter of
all Germans and laying waste to towns and countryside alike. Peter Wilson offers the first new history in a generation
of ahorrifying conflict that transformed the map of the modern world.When defiant Bohemians tossed the Habsburg
emperor’s envoys from the castle windows in Prague in 1618, the Holy Roman Empire struck back with a vengeance.
Bohemia was ravaged by mercenary troops in the first battle of a conflagration that would engulf Europe from Spain
to Sweden. The sweeping narrative encompasses dramatic events and unforgettable individual s?the sack of
Magdeburg; the Dutch revolt; the Swedish militant king Gustavus Adolphus; the imperial general's, opportunistic
Wallenstein and pious Tilly; and crafty diplomat Cardinal Richelieu. In amajor reassessment, Wilson argues that
religion was not the catalyst, but one element in alethal stew of political, social, and dynastic forces that fed the
conflict. By war’s end a recognizably modern Europe had been created, but at what price? The Thirty Y ears War
condemned the Germans to two centuries of internal division and international impotence and became a benchmark of
brutality for centuries. As late as the 1960s, Germans placed it ahead of both world wars and the Black Death as their
country’s greatest disaster.An understanding of the Thirty Y ears War is essential to comprehending modern European
history. Wilson's masterful book will stand as the definitive account of this epic conflict.For amap of Central Europe
in 1618, referenced on page XV|I, please visit the book feature.

From Publishers WeeklyStarred . From the Defenestration of Prague in 1618 until the Peace of Westphaliain 1648,
brutal warfare swept across Europe. In his monumental study of the causes and the consequences of the Thirty Y ears
War, Wilson, a professor of history at the University of Hull in England, challenges traditional interpretations of the
war as primarily religious. He explores instead the political, social, economic as well as religious forces behind the
conflict—for example, an Ottoman incursion |eft the Hapsburg Empire considerably weakened and overshadowed by
the Spanish empire. Wilson then provides a meticul ous account of the war, introducing some of its great personalities:
the crafty General Wallenstein; the Swedish king Gustavus Adolphus, who preserved his state through canny political
treaties and military operations; and Hapsburg archdukes Rudolf and Matthias, the brothers whose quarrels marked the
future of Bohemia, Austriaand Hungary. By the war's end, ravaged as all the states were by violence, disease and
destruction, Europe was more stable, but with sovereign states rather than empires, and with a secular order. Wilson's
scholarship and attention to both the details and the larger picture make his the definitive history of the Thirty Y ears
War. 16 pages of color photos; 22 maps. (Oct.) Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier
Inc. All rights reserved. In his monumental study of the causes and the consequences of the Thirty Y ears War, Wilson
challenges traditional interpretations of the war as primarily religious. He explores instead the political, social,
economic as well as religious forces behind the conflict...Wilson then provides a meticul ous account of the war,
introducing some of its great personalities. the crafty General Wallenstein; the Swedish king Gustavus Adol phus, who
preserved his state through canny political treaties and military operations; and Hapsburg archdukes Rudolf and
Matthias, the brothers whose quarrels marked the future of Bohemia, Austria and Hungary. By the war's end, ravaged
as al the states were by violence, disease and destruction, Europe was more stable, but with sovereign states rather



than empires, and with a secular order. Wilson's scholarship and attention to both the details and the larger picture
make his the definitive history of the Thirty Years War. (Publishers Weekly (starred review) 2009-08-24)Among
continental Europeans, the Thirty Years War is etched in memory...A definitive account has been needed, and now
Peter Wilson, one of Britain's leading historians of Germany, has provided it. The Thirty Y ears War: Europe's Tragedy
isahistory of prodigious erudition that manages to corral the byzantine complexity of the Thirty Years War into a
coherent narrative. It also offers a bracingly novel interpretation. Historians typically portray the Thirty Y ears War as
the last and goriest of Europe's religious wars--afinal bonfire of the zeal ots before the cooler age of enlightened
statecraft. Mr. Wilson severely qualifies this conventional wisdom. It turns out that the quintessential war of religion
was scarcely one at al...Wilson's masterful account of the Thirty Y ears War is areminder that war, and peace, are
almost never the offspring of conviction alone. (Jeffrey Collins Wall Street Journal 2009-10-01)Only in retrospect did
the strife acquire coherence asthe Thirty Years War, and Wilson incisively cuts through its several phases to recount
the objectives and options of the warring parties...Confidently argued, clearly written, Wilson's history is superb
coverage of this pivotal period in European history. (Gilbert Taylor Booklist 2009-10-01)Peter Wilson's book is a
major work, the first new history of the Thirty Years War in ageneration. It isafascinating, brilliantly written attempt
to explain a compelling series of events, which tore the heart out of Europe. (The Times 2009-08-01)[1t] succeeds
brilliantly. It is huge both in its scene-setting and its unfolding narrative detail...It is to Wilson's credit that he can both
offer the reader a detailed account of thisterrible and complicated war and step back to give due summaries. His
scholarship seems to me remarkable, his prose light and lovely, hisjudgmentsfair. Thisis a heavyweight book, no
doubt. Sometimes, though, the very best of them have to be. (Paul Kennedy Sunday Times 2009-07-19)Wilson's
monumental study captures both the complexities of the political and military transformations and the level of brutality
that the endemic struggles unleashed... This will be the defining study of the Thirty Y ears War for the next generation.
(P. G. Wallace Choice 2010-04-01)About the AuthorPeter H. Wilson is Chichele Professor of the History of War at
the University of Oxford.



