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C. V. Wedgwood, Anthony Grafton : The Thirty YearsWar (New York Review Books Classics) before
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Thirty Y ears War (New
Y ork Review Books Classics):

8 of 8 people found the following review helpful. EngagingBy Dan DolataA year or two ago | became interested in the


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1590171462

30 years war because of an offhand remark by afriend after | described my ancestry - "Y our DNA could restage the 30
yearsway al by itself". I'm not a professional historian - I'm just a techno-geek who wants to read about my distant
ancestors.Thisis the third book on this topic that | purchased, and the first one that | can sit down and read like a
novel. The narrativeis clear, engaging, and fun. It explains the background and prelude clearly, and makes each step
quite accessible to me. It isn't achieving this by sacrificing detail or source - somehow the author just managed to hit
exactly theright level for my needs and abilities.If | had bought this book first | wouldn't have felt the need to buy the
other two books.Having praised the book let me say there are afew small problems. For example, the map of Central
Europein 1618 is not quite "pathetic", but it is woefully inadequate for the book. Many times a certain territory is
mentioned and is not marked on the map. Cities can be impossible to find (not helped by the fact that the soft cover
binding made a good 10% of the map unusable). As the war progresses the map of 1618 becomes less and less
appropriate for discussion of the geo politics of (for example) 1640. If | were the editor of this book | would have put
in lots and lots of maps. A few genealogical trees would have helped, too...1 of 1 people found the following review
helpful. Engaging and InformativeBy FTSA truly engaging and informative history of avery depressing time. Asan
overview, it's detailed enough to be informative, yet not to the point of covering every minute detail. Wedgwood is
indeed afirst-class scholar and writer.3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Good history, good readBy
MagsThisreads like anovel, and is clear and easy to follow in spite of considerable detail. VVery nice breakdown and
analysis of factions, objectives, conflicts of interest, main factors and motivations. | wish my Western Civ booksin
college had been this good. Great coverage of this key event.

Europein 1618 was riven between Protestants and Catholics, Bourbon and Hapsburg--as well as empires, kingdoms,
and countless principalities. After angry Protestants tossed three representatives of the Holy Roman Empire out the
window of theroyal castle in Prague, world war spread from Bohemia with relentless abandon, drawing powers from
Spain to Sweden into a nightmarish world of famine, disease, and seemingly unstoppable destruction.

"A book which is, and will long remain, the standard authority on the subject...l doubt if there is anything in any
European language which covers the ground so comprehensively and so satisfactorily."— Spectator”[Wedgwood] tells
astory supremely well....sheis by far the best narrative historian writing in the English language. Sheis a superb
stylist, her eye for colorful detail is unerring, and she has an unrivaled capacity for catching the signs and sounds and
smells of the past."— Lawrence Stone"God, | love this book. It's the history of an utterly depressing war with no real
nobility that ultimately descends into cannibalism. Right up my aley.” —Ta-Nehisi Coates, "My 10 Favorite Books,"
T: New York Times Style Magazine"The greatest narrative historian of the twentieth century, Wedgwood told
complex storiesin precise, human terms. The formal perfection and clarity of her prose often recall the work of one of
her heroes, Edward Gibbon. Y et she contemplated and described in rapid, vivid detail scenes of past and present
horror that would have robbed even the unflappable historian of the Roman Empire of his marmoreal calm. The Thirty
Y ears War shows her at her epic best."— From the introduction by Anthony Grafton"Thisis a masterful narrative,
written by one of the great exponents of that all-too-rare skill. Threading her way through one of the most complex
and fraught eras of European history, Wedgwood gives all who have followed her an object lesson in clarity and
readability that has not been surpassed."— Theodore K. Rabb, Princeton UniversityAbout the AuthorCicely Veronica
Wedgwood (1910-1997) was born into an innovative and intellectual English family. Her father, a direct descendant
of the potter Josiah Wedgwood, was the chief general manager of the London and North Eastern Railway and her
mother was a novelist and travel writer. After success at Oxford, Wedgwood rejected an academic career and took up
writing instead. She published her first history, The Thirty Y ears War (1938), before her thirtieth birthday, and in the
years that followed wrote a succession of chronicles of seventeenth-century Europe that made her one of the most
popular and best-known historians in Britain. Her most important works include The King's Peace; The King' s War;
and William the Silent: William of Nassau, Prince of Orange, 1533-1584, which won the James Tait Black Memorial
Prize for biography in 1944. She was a member of the Institute for Advanced Studies, a Dame of the British Empire,
and in 1969 became the third woman to be appointed a member of the British Order of Merit.Anthony Graftonis
Henry Putnam University Professor of History and the Humanities at Princeton University. His most recent book is
The Culture of Correction in Renaissance Europe.



