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James A. Rawley, Stephen D. Behrendt : The Transatlantic Slave Trade: A History, Revised Edition before
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and al praised The Transatlantic Slave Trade:

A History, Revised Edition:

0 of 3 people found the following review helpful. A MessBy not meThe original 1981 edition of "The Transatlantic
Slave Trade" (the one | read) was a comprehensive look at the Atlantic slave trade from its originsto its abolition in
the 1800s. The book was based on a deep reading of the secondary literature, and professional historians probably


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0803239610

enjoyed it. However, the book was a problem for general readers. It was wordy, disorganized, and repetitive. The print
was tiny. Too much space was devoted to "insider" arguments with other historians and to revisions of popular
misconceptions of the slave trade (the author was eager to prove that the slave trade wasn't super-profitable for traders
or super-lethal for slaves). Worst of al, parts were little more than heaps of facts, dates, and statistics. Hopefully the
revised edition is better written and edited.

The transatlantic slave trade played amajor role in the development of the modern world. It both gave birth to and
resulted from the shift from feudalism into the European Commercial Revolution. James A. Rawley fills a scholarly
gap in the historical discussion of the slave trade from the fifteenth to the nineteenth century by providing one volume
covering the economics, demography, epidemiology, and politics of the trade.

“Thisfirst-rate new study discusses the size and profitability of the slave business, the people who engaged in it, and
its consequences in European and American history.”—New Y orker



