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Samuel A. Schreiner Jr. : The Trials of Mrs. Lincoln  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would 
be worth my time, and all praised The Trials of Mrs. Lincoln: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Kate GibsonLoved the story, did not realize she was so 
beset after Pres. Lincoln's assassination good condition and sent promptly0 of 0 people found the following review 
helpful. Thoroughly Enjoyed Reading This BookBy DonPrint style/size,etc very good. Author's writing style such that 
it encourages the reader to keep going with the reading. I found out many new things about Mrs. Lincoln that were 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0803293259


well documented and very interesting.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Very interesting/inventive 
bookBy ZoobyI really enjoyed this book, especially all the letters Schreiner put in it. While he does "invent" some 
conversations, he explains why he does this and how in the beginning. Worth getting used or checking out from the 
library if you are unsure. Mary Todd Lincoln's letters are poetry and her pain is evident. Robert Todd Lincoln's very 
possible money-grubbing attitude and actual unconcern for his mother is apparent with how this story is told.

Mary Todd Lincoln (1818–82) was a politically ambitious, volatile, and sharp-tongued woman, a shopaholic, and an 
embarrassment to her son and to the powerful men who sought to control the Lincoln legacy for their own political 
supremacy. Slandered by former Lincoln cronies and Republican operatives, such as William Herndon, Ward Hill 
Lamon, and Thurlow Weed; disliked by her son’s wife, the former Mary Harlan; plagued by debts, her pension grant 
having been denied by Congress; conspired against by her son, Robert, along with Supreme Court justice David Davis, 
Leonard Swett, John Todd Stuart, Isaac N. Arnold, and others, she had literally no one to turn to. This account of her 
final years, based on documentary evidence, sets the record straight and restores the reputation of one of the most 
maligned women in American political history.

From Publishers WeeklyBased on family documents, this account tells how the President'scap P when referring to 
specific U.S. president. aa widow was judged insane by a jury in an action brought by her son, Robert; after her release 
from a mental institution, she spent her final years of obscurity in Europe. "The author sees Mrs. Lincoln as a much-
maligned woman whose eccentric and reclusive behavior rendered her a burden to her spoiled son and an 
embarrassment to those preserving Lincoln's memory," said PW. Copyright 1991 Reed Business Information, 
Inc.From Library JournalIn the debate on Mrs. Lincoln's mental state after her husband's assassination, and her own 
failing economic fortunes, Schreiner weighs in on her behalf, arguing that Mrs. Lincoln was wrongfully committed to 
an institution, largely because her son, Robert, wanted to escape further personal and financial embarrassment. He 
offers a vivid, if also rather inventive (e.g., there are imagined conversations) account of the court proceedings, 
Lincoln's stay in an asylum, and her release and travels. Those in search of the real person will find her in Jean Baker's 
biography (Norton, 1987) and Mark E. Neely, Jr. and Gerald McMurtry's The Insanity File (Southern Illinois Univ. 
Pr., 1986). Still, this is a sprightly, enjoyable narrative. For public libraries. Randall M. Miller, History Dept., St. 
Joseph's Univ., PhiladelphiaCopyright 1987 Reed Business Information, Inc. “[A] lively popular account of Mrs. 
Lincoln’s travails.”—Publishers Weekly 


