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Suetonius : The Twelve Caesars  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and 
all praised The Twelve Caesars: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. The good part was this translation didn't cost muchBy T. R. KiangI 
started looking for the translation of this book by Robert Graves, but, was directed to this version. I bought it without 
looking more carefully at the product. The good part was this translation didn't cost much, so, the pain was somewhat 
tolerable. I did find Robert Graves's translation from .uk.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Excellent 
PurchaseBy John CoppolaThe book was in new condition, delivered only days after purchase. The book is an amazing 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0140455167


historical biography of the first twelve men who ruled the Roman empire, and portrays them honestly, without heroic 
blinders- their strengths and weaknesses. There is little question that they all lived in a very 'brutal' period in human 
history, and the politics of the time sure was deadly, both within, and outside, of families. This book would definitely 
appeal to history buffs, as well as anyone interested in the tiny city-state that became the greatest empire the world has 
ever known. Great read!0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. A Great Way to Learn About the Caesars of 
RomeBy L.J.I wanted to learn more about the Caesars of Rome and this book makes the grade.

An essential primary source on Roman history and a fascinating achievement of scholarship covering a critical period 
in the EmpireAs private secretary to the Emperor Hadrian, the scholar Suetonius had access to the imperial archives 
and used them (along with eyewitness accounts) to produce one of the most colourful biographical works in history. 
The Twelve Caesars chronicles the public careers and private lives of the men who wielded absolute power over 
Rome, from the foundation of the empire under Julius Caesar and Augustus, to the decline into depravity and civil war 
under Nero and the recovery that came with his successors. A masterpiece of observation, anecdote and detailed 
physical description, The Twelve Caesars presents us with a gallery of vividly drawn—and all too 
human—individuals. James B. Rives has sensitively updated Robert Graves's now classic translation, reinstating Latin 
terms and updating vocabulary while retaining the liveliness of the original. This edition contains a new chronology, 
further reading, glossaries, maps, notes and an introduction discussing Suetonius' life and works. For more than 
seventy years, Penguin has been the leading publisher of classic literature in the English-speaking world. With more 
than 1,700 titles, Penguin Classics represents a global bookshelf of the best works throughout history and across 
genres and disciplines. Readers trust the series to provide authoritative texts enhanced by introductions and notes by 
distinguished scholars and contemporary authors, as well as up-to-date translations by award-winning translators.

About the AuthorGaius Suetonius Tranquillus was probably born in AD69—the famous "year of the four Emperors." 
From the letters of Suetonius’ close friend Pliny the Younger we learn that he practiced briefly at the bar, avoided 
political life, and became chief secretary to the Emperor Hadrian (AD117-38). Suetonius seems to have lived to a good 
age and probably died around the year AD140. James Rives teaches in the area of Classical Studies at Stanford 
University. He is currently serving as Editor for Phoenix, Journal of the Classical Association of Canada. 


