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Vincent O'Hara : The U.S. Navy Against the Axis: Surface Combat, 1941-1945  before purchasing it in order to 
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The U.S. Navy Against the Axis: Surface Combat, 
1941-1945: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Another great book about surface combat in World War Two.By 
Jonathan MattsonI like Vincent O'Hara's writting style. While I preferred his book on the German Navy in world war 
two more, I still loved this book. If you are looking for a book that will give you the narrative of the US Navy 
defeating the Japanese at Coral Sea, Midway, Philipine Sea, and Leyte Gulf you will be disapointed. As the title says 
this book will focus on surface combat only.Just like with the German Navy, he covers some minor little surface 
engagements that you normally don't read anything about, i would assume they were covered in Morison's 15 volumes 
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but I don't recall off the top of my head. I also appreciate that contest has a map to help you visualize the engagement 
as it proceeds.I actually think I enjoyed the portion of the book more where he wasn't discussing the actual surface 
combats. When discussing the opposing strengths and weaknesses of the surface fleet I loved that portion. To be able 
to see in such an easy to understand format the difference in destructive power of the different sizes and rate of fire of 
guns was evaluable. It's something that stuck with me and i carryover when I read different books on the US Navy. I 
think they spent too much time in the Solomon’s not bringing their firepower to bare.I highly recommend this book to 
anyone with an interest in the US Navy in the second world war.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. My 
introduction to Pacific warBy Paul S. LakowskiHaving already bought and digested Vincent O'Hara's previous work, 
"The German Fleet at War 1939-1945", I was already familiar with the excellent systematic and balanced treatment, 
which Mr. O'Hara brings to his work.As a new reader of naval warfare in the pacific, I appreciated the systematic 
approach to the details of each battle, allowing comparisons to be drawn up and a more objective view to be 
established. Unfortunately too much of naval discussions and books get caught up in technical details,and ignore the 
vital human aspect. Except for the most informed reader, these technical discussions only tend to cloud and obscure 
the nature of these battles. Vincent O'Hara's writing style seems to cut through and clarify, rather than 
obscure.Vincent's two works clearly re affirmed the importance of the human decision making in warfare and the 
manner in which leadership 'snap judgments', can decide the outcome of a naval clash. In fact it seems that most of the 
naval clashes covered in both of his books, are decided by such judgments and the technical merits of each weapon 
system can only have a limited passing effect on any given battle.I highly recommend this book [and his previous 
work] to any reader interested in WW-II naval warfare.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Good readBy 
emerson w. sherrodGreat book

The U.S. Navy against the Axis tells the story of the U.S. Navy’s surface fleet in World War II with an emphasis on 
ship-to-ship combat. The book refutes the widely-held notion that the attack on Pearl Harbor rendered battleships 
obsolete and that aviation and submarines dominated the Pacific War. It demonstrates how the surface fleet played a 
decisive role at critical junctures. It was crucial to America’s ultimate victory and its story holds many lessons for 
today’s Navy and the nation as a whole.The U.S. Navy against the Axis describes how swift adaptability and 
intellectual honesty were fundamental to the Navy’s success against Japan. The underlying premise is that the nation 
cannot assume that in a conflict against conventional or asymmetric enemies, it holds title to the same virtues the Navy 
demonstrated three generations ago. Instead those lessons need to be constantly studied and affirmed in the face of 
postwar mythologies, lest they be forgotten.

“The naval aspect of World War II is often seen as a carrier war, but there is more to the story. In this book, a 
prominent naval historian makes the case that battleships and other surface vessels played just as important a role in 
defeating the Axis powers.” – WWII History Magazine“This book…demonstrates how the surface fleet payed a 
decisive role at critical junctures. It was crucial to America’s ultimate victory, and its story holds many lessons for 
today’s Navy and the nation.” – SeaTechnology MagazineAbout the AuthorVINCENT P. O’HARA is an independent 
scholar and the author of eleven books and many articles. He is the Naval Institute Press 2015 Author of the Year for 
his most recent work, Torch: North Africa and the Allied Path to Victory. O’Hara holds a history degree from the 
University of California, Berkeley. He lives in Chula Vista, California. 


