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Ron MacKay Jr., Foreword by Captain Wayne P. Hughes Jr. USN (Ret.) : The U.s. Navy's "Interim" LSM(R)s 
in World War II: Rocket Ships of the Pacific Amphibious Forces  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or 
not it would be worth my time, and all praised The U.s. Navy's "Interim" LSM(R)s in World War II: Rocket Ships of 
the Pacific Amphibious Forces: 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. The very best and detailed description of how our sailors fought and 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0786498595


...By RobertThe very best and detailed description of how our sailors fought and suffered in the spring of 1945 for our 
peace and freedom. The hellish circumstances of the invasion of Okinawa provides clear evidence of the disaster for 
American and its allies for the planned upcoming invasion of Japan. In fact, the use of the atomic bomb to coerce the 
cowardly emperor to control his military machine probably saved Japan from sacrificing millions of its citizens. Japan 
probably would never have recovered from an invasion. This is the greatest book to describe the real cost of war. An 
often overlooked arm of the navy's Landing Ship Medium (Rocket) class is vividly described here. This was written on 
Memorial Day 2016. God Bless America!1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. A surprise! A well-written 
book about a very precise topic in the context of a giant war.By Rich MarshThis was a surprisingly specialized book. 
However, as a result, it was also a very interesting read. It covered the transition from the lack of custom ships for this 
purpose through the start of the use of totally custom-built ships for this purpose. Along the way, it told the story of the 
use of these transitional ships, into their eventual outcomes, whether sunk, modified, or scraped. The author held my 
interest, despite the very limited focus of the book.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy 
Michael Dennis MaclaughlinLittle known story of true heros and sout ships( they will always be "ships" in my book!)

The "Interim" LSM(R) or Landing Ship, Medium (Rocket) was a revolutionary development in rocket warfare in 
World War II and the U.S. Navy's first true rocket ship. An entirely new class of commissioned warship and the 
forerunners of today's missile-firing naval combatants, these ships began as improvised conversions of conventional 
amphibious landing craft in South Carolina's Charleston Navy Yard during late 1944. They were rushed to the Pacific 
Theatre to support the U.S. Army and Marines with heavy rocket bombardments that devastated Japanese forces on 
Okinawa in 1945. Their primary mission was to deliver maximum firepower to enemy targets ashore. Yet LSM(R)s 
also repulsed explosive Japanese speed boats, rescued crippled warships, recovered hundreds of survivors at sea and 
were deployed as antisubmarine hunter-killers. Casualties were staggering: enemy gunfire blasted one, while kamikaze 
attacks sank three, crippled a fourth and grazed two more. This book provides a comprehensive operational history of 
the Navy's 12 original "Interim" LSM(R)s.

-a solid overview of an often neglected piece of naval history...a solid research tool---The Northern Mariner/Le marin 
du nord."a solid overview of an often neglected piece of naval history...a solid research tool"--The Northern 
Mariner/Le marin du nord.About the AuthorRon MacKay, Jr., was a U.S. Navy Hospital Corpsman from 1973 to 1977 
and served with the Fleet Marine Force at Okinawa with the 3rd Marine Division. The historian and a board member 
for the U.S.S. LSM-LSMR Association, he has written articles on the LSMs and LSM(R)s, and has been employed in 
the aerospace industry for more then 30 years. He lives in Buckley, Washington. 


