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Robert R. Mackey : The Uncivil War: Irregular Warfare in the Upper South, 1861–1865 (Campaigns and 
Commanders Series)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised 
The Uncivil War: Irregular Warfare in the Upper South, 1861–1865 (Campaigns and Commanders Series): 

3 of 4 people found the following review helpful. Sound Research and Good HistoryBy T. ShieldsI like a good history 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0806137363


along with the authors attempt at interpretation. Even if I might disagree with the interpretion I certain don't fault this 
book for lack of solid research - quite readable too. The "border wars" where N and S were mixed has been the least 
developed history about the CW. Far more interesting that the troop movements during a major battle imho.2 of 3 
people found the following review helpful. I have always wondered the number of civilian and total ...By James Ray 
GriffithI have always wondered the number of civilian and total casualtynumbers for the Civil War. This book moves 
the total number of military dead to a more realistic figure if 750,000 to 780,000 but still leaves unclear the number of 
civilian deaths. It does make clear the savage nature of the war particularly in the upper and western south.2 of 4 
people found the following review helpful. must readBy jab40Awesome read , great read. I really enjoyed this book.

The Upper South?Arkansas, Tennessee, Kentucky, and Virginia?was the scene of the most destructive war ever fought 
on American soil. Contending armies swept across the region from the outset of the Civil War until its end, marking 
their passage at Pea Ridge, Shiloh, Perryville, and Manassas. Alongside this much-studied conflict, the Confederacy 
also waged an irregular war, based on nineteenth-century principles of unconventional warfare. In The Uncivil War, 
Robert R. Mackey outlines the Southern strategy of waging war across an entire region, measures the Northern 
response, and explains the outcome. Complex military issues shaped both the Confederate irregular war and the Union 
response. Through detailed accounts of Rebel guerrilla, partisan, and raider activities, Mackey strips away 
romanticized notions of how the “shadow war” was fought, proving instead that irregular warfare was an integral part 
of Confederate strategy.

About the AuthorRobert R. Mackey, a Major in the U.S. Army, has been an army officer since 1988 and now serves as 
a strategic plans and policy specialist at the Pentagon. 


