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3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. The Trials of Escaped Slaves and Finally Freedom!By Lorraine P. 
ZigmanThis is a riveting read with descriptive details about people who broke away from their chains of slavery and 
made their way, often with help from people who were part of the elusive "underground railroad", to a life of freedom 
in Canada. It is both heart rending that any human being could be subjected to the horrors of slavery - sometimes with 
horrible brutality used to "keep them in line", and uplifting that so many managed to escape. It is incredible that 
anyone who is part of the human race could and would treat other humans in such despicable ways - and justify 
themselves in doing so. It is also heart warming that a segment of the northern states population were sympathetic to 
their cause, and enabled them to be free human beings for the rest of their lives.1 of 1 people found the following 
review helpful. A wonderful compilation of personal accounts of runaway slaves that passed ...By sharron francisA 
wonderful compilation of personal accounts of runaway slaves that passed through the shelter of William Still, son of 
slaves and an important cog in assisting those who had escaped slavery. This is an extremely important collection 
because it was first printed after the Civil War and before Reconstruction-otherwise it may have been lost-this is a 
reprinting. Bad masters/mistresses, okay masters/mistresses, these people just wanted to be free, but aside from the 
dangers, they had to possibly leave behind elders who needed them, dependent children, ailing spouses, etc. You will 
learn a lot from this read!0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. RecommendBy CustomerI have visited 
underrail road museum in Cincinnati, and bought this after we came back home. Worth reading!!!!

In the winter of 1852, a group of Philadelphia abolitionists dedicated to assisting runaway slaves in their flight to 
freedom formed a new assistance group to be part of the Underground Railroad—the General Vigilance Committee. 
William Still, himself a son of slaves, was named its secretary and executive director. Deeply moved by the stories of 
the fugitive slaves he helped conduct northward, Still took his committee record-keeping to a higher level. He wrote 
down, in eloquent narrative form, every detail of their stirring, often heartbreaking histories.Second only to the great 
Harriet Tubman in the number of freedom-seeking "passengers" he conducted through the Underground Railroad, Still 
let the words of former slaves speak for themselves. In his journals, he painstakingly reproduced vivid accounts he 
heard from their very lips. And he added excerpts from letters, newspapers, and legal documents to the already 
arresting biographical sketches, creating unforgettable portraits of the slaves' deadly struggles, brutal hardships, and 
narrow escapes.When the Civil War ended and slavery was abolished, William Still published his journals as The 
Underground Railroad. It is considered the most complete firsthand account ever written of the men, women, and 
children who rode the legendary "Railroad" to freedom. This edition includes a new Introduction and 20 illustrations 
from the original publication.


