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Charles River Editors : The Underground Railroad: The History and Legacy of America's Greatest 
Abolitionist Network  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised 
The Underground Railroad: The History and Legacy of America's Greatest Abolitionist Network: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Underground RailroadBy C. YatesThe best thing about this book is 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1493693603


the pictures of important people connected with the Underground Railroad. Having the pictures with names helps one 
see more character than just the names. Fredrick Douglass, once a slave himself, and Harriet Tubman are the most 
noted names but there are many others in out country who brought about the need for the Railroad and its assistance to 
the slaves. Warning: the book is short and will leave you wanting more personal information regarding this period in 
our history but there are listings in back that assist in getting to more of that information. Charles River Editors does a 
great job in peaking your interest. The routes are given on a map for the Underground Railroad and you may be 
surprised to find it not only lead to Canada but to Mexico and into the Caribbean. It was too far a journey for those in 
the deep south to go north when the could easier go to Mexico. This book makes the escapes come alive and you will 
want to read more personal accounts. I recommend this book to anyone wanting to learn more about this concept of a 
way to escape with a name that has nothing to do with actual railroads. I got my book downloaded on my Kindle from 
. You can start reading this today so gets yours right now.3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Good 
readBy TomHCharles River Editors - what can I say ! Short books containing a lot of information . Great 
bibliographies for sources in each book . Sometimes the book satisfies me and at times leads me to more books . 
BEWARE - this one leads you to wanting to read more about the Underground Railroad ! Try Charles River Editors , 
most are short books that fill you in on the subject . With the movie '12 Years a Slave' out this year this is a good 
background for the period .2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. The Underground Railroad saving lives is 
still remembered.By Amanda J. EdwardsAnyone who loves civil rights history will love this book. It brings the 
Underground Railroad in ways that teach us how the network could survive. Why going north to Canada was the 
option. But not the only option. Yes, some slaves went into Mexico and into the Caribbean. Read for yourself and 
check the exhaustive reference. Recommendation warranted.

*Includes pictures of important people and places. *Comprehensively analyzes the history of the abolitionist 
movement and the 19th century politics in America that brought about the Underground Railroad. *Highlights famous 
individuals who helped the Underground Railroad, including Frederick Douglass and Harriet Tubman. *Includes a 
bibliography for further reading. “I was the conductor of the Underground Railroad for eight years, and I can say what 
most conductors can't say — I never ran my train off the track and I never lost a passenger.” - Harriet Tubman The 
Underground Railroad is one of the most taught topics to young schoolchildren, and every American is familiar with 
the idea of fugitive slaves escaping to Canada and the North with the help of determined abolitionists and even former 
escaped slaves like Harriet Tubman. The secrecy involved in the Underground Railroad made it one of the most 
mysterious aspects of the mid-19th century in America, to the extent that claims spread that 100,000 slaves had 
escaped via the Underground Railroad. Of course, from a practical standpoint, the Underground Railroad had to 
remain covert not only for the sake of thousands of slaves, but for a small army of men and women of every race, 
religion and economic class who put themselves in peril on an ongoing basis throughout the first half of the 19th 
century, and in the years leading up to the war. Over 150 years later, that same secrecy has helped the Underground 
Railroad become so romanticized and mythologized that people often visualize it in ways that were far different from 
reality. Before the American Civil War eliminated slavery, it was a fixture in North America for over 200 years, and 
by 1850 a trained slave was worth approximately $2,500, around 10 times the sum of a typical annual salary in that 
day. As a result, the economic dependence on slavery in the South was an extreme one, and in the wake of the Fugitive 
Slave Act, black people in the North were under constant pressure to defend their “credentials” to bounty hunters and 
owners. Between the value of slaves in America, rising abolitionist sentiment at home and overseas, and political 
debates promoting or hindering the movement toward equality, the era in which the Underground Railroad operated 
cannot be easily fit into a concise body of principles, actions or geography. Hilary Russell may have put it best in 
saying of the Underground Railroad that while “a powerful and centralized system may not have existed but in legend, 
localized networks did.” Communication standards over long distances being what they were in that century, she is 
most likely correct. The Underground Railroad was neither a true railroad nor underground, and it was not a route but 
a network comprised of a widespread conspiracy and social rebellion against present law. For the most part, people 
working on the Underground Railroad tried to protect themselves by not knowing the full details of the routes they 
were working on; instead, many people just played individual parts for the greater good. The Underground Railroad: 
The History and Legacy of America’s Abolitionist Network comprehensively examines the history of the 
Underground Railroad, explaining how it operated and who worked for it, as well as the political history that made it 
necessary for escaped slaves. Along with pictures of important people, places, and events, you will learn about the 
Underground Railroad like never before, in no time at all. 


