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Stephen Z. Starr : The Union Cavalry in the Civil War: The War in the East from Gettysburg to Appomattox, 
1863--1865  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Union 
Cavalry in the Civil War: The War in the East from Gettysburg to Appomattox, 1863--1865: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. A must have secondary source compendium to the understanding of 
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...By JaMKA must have secondary source compendium to the understanding of cavalry and cavalry operations during 
the American Civil War. Mr. Starr provides insightful analysis, and rarer and harder to find primary source material in 
his text. A must read WITH primary source material.3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Classic series at 
a good priceBy James W. DurneyThis is the classic account of the Union Cavalry in the American Civil War and a 
needed addition to every library. For many years, the series was out of print, available only in the secondary market at 
a high price. From Fort Sumter to Gettysburg, published in 1979, introduces the series detailing the problems and joys 
of raising cavalry regiments and serving in them. During this period, the Union cavalry struggles to achieve parity with 
the clearly superior CSA cavalry in the east. The War in the East from Gettysburg to Appomattox, published in 1981, 
covers the period when the Union cavalry moves from parity to dominance on the battlefields of the east. The War in 
the West, published in 1985, covers a very different war with very different requirements and results. The three books 
are the author's life work starting in 1963 and ending just before his death in 1985. Starr won both a Fletcher Pratt and 
a Jefferson Davis award for his work. The writing is clear, informative and very readable. The author provides a very 
balanced picture of cavalry operations and the problems involved with them. This is the story behind hundreds of 
movie charges and gives the reader the background of what is involved in getting the men and horses to that point. 
Each book is complete for the subject but the real value is in buying the set and reading them together.

The Union Cavalry in the Civil War, Volume II continues the story of the cavalry's operations in the East from July 
1863 to Lee's surrender in 1865. Starr follows the role of the cavalry in the early Sheridan engagements in the 
Shenandoah Valley and the cavalry's march from Winchester, Virginia, to rejoin the Army of the Potomac in March 
1865. The dynamic energy of the battles described here emanates from Philip Sheridan, the motivating power behind 
the cavalry's greatest success in the final April 1865 battles of Dinwiddie Court House, Five Forks, and Sayler's Creek. 
In addition to the descriptions of raids?Sheridan's Yellow Tavern and Trevilian Station raids and James H. Wilson's 
Staunton River raid?and operation of the cavalry in support of the Army of the Potomac, the volume covers the 
development of tactics and more effective leadership, increasing reliance on firepower, the growing strategic 
importance of the cavalry, and the establishment of the Cavalry Bureau.

From the Back CoverWith this volume the author brings to a triumphant conclusion his highly acclaimed, prize-
winning trilogy on the history of the Union cavalry in the West.About the AuthorStephen Z. Starr's definitive trilogy 
on the history of the Union cavalry also includes The Union Cavalry in the Civil War, Volume I: From Sumter to 
Gettysburg and The Union Cavalry in the Civil War, Volume III: The War in the West, completed shortly before his 
death in early 1985. His other books are Colonel Grenfell's Wars: The Life of a Soldier of Fortune and Jennison's 
Jayhawkers: A Civil War Cavalry Regiment and Its Commander.Stephen Z. Starr 's definitive trilogy on the history of 
the Union cavalry also includes The Union Cavalry in the Civil War, Volume I: From Fort Sumter to Gettysburg, 
1861--1863, and The Union Cavalry in the Civil War, Volume III: The War in the West,1861--1865, completed 
shortly before his death in 1985. His other books are Colonel Grenfell's Wars: The Life of a Soldier of Fortune and 
Jennison's Jayhawkers: A Civil War Cavalry Regiment and Its Commander. 


