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Thomas P. Ostrom : The United States Coast Guard: 1790 to the Present  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The United States Coast Guard: 1790 to the Present: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Three StarsBy CustomerGood book0 of 0 people found the 
following review helpful. DisappointingBy B. TheeThe book is packed with facts, but the writing style is disjointed. 
It's structured like a thousand separate paragraphs in chronological order; they don't flow at all. I read the first 50 
pages and quit.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Good History of the Coast Guard.By Bob BraddyI 
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found it very fascinating to read the history of the service in which I served. I realized again the true value of the 
service.

The United States Coast Guard traces its origins to 1790, but was not officially named until 1915. At last there is one 
definitive volume describing its history from inception to the present. The author, Thomas P. Ostrom, served in the 
USCGR from 1961-69, and had basic and advanced training at the USCG Base, Alameda, California. He served 
subsequently in the Port Security Reserve Unit in Duluth, Minnesota, and participated in monthly and active duty 
assignments each summer, earning petty officer rank.

"An exhaustive and fascinating history of an American institution." -- Night Owl sAbout the AuthorThomas P. Ostrom 
served in the USCGR from 1961-69, and had basic and advanced training at the USCG Base, Alameda, California. He 
served subsequently in the Port Security Reserve Unit in Duluth, Minnesota, and participated in monthly and active 
duty assignments each summer, earning petty officer rank. Mr. Ostrom taught history, anthropology and geography at 
Rochester Community College in Rochester, Minnesota for for thirty two years, has written a regular column for the 
Rochester ?Post Bulletin? and has been a political pundit on KROC-AM radio. Ostrom was born in Superior, 
Wisconsin. He received his BA and MS degrees from the University of Wisconsin-Superior. He did graduate and post-
graduate work at Ball State University, the University of North Dakota, Winona State University, and the University 
of Minnesota in Minneapolis. He is a member of The Foundation for Coast Guard History, Navy League, the U.S. 
Naval Institute, and the National Maritime Historical Society. 


