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James T. Fritsch : The Untried Life: The Twenty-Ninth Ohio Volunteer Infantry in the Civil War  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Untried Life: The Twenty-
Ninth Ohio Volunteer Infantry in the Civil War: 

Told in unflinching detail, this is the story of the Twenty-Ninth Ohio Volunteer Infantry, also known as the Giddings 
Regiment or the Abolition Regiment, after its founder, radical abolitionist Congressman J. R. Giddings. The men who 
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enlisted in the Twenty-Ninth OVI were, according to its lore, handpicked to ensure each was as pure in his antislavery 
beliefs as its founder. Whether these soldiers would fight harder than other soldiers, and whether the people of their 
hometowns would remain devoted to the ideals of the regiment, were questions that could only be tested by the 
experiment of war.The Untried Life is the story of these men from their very first regimental formation in a county 
fairground to the devastation of Gettysburg and the march to Atlanta and back again, enduring disease and 
Confederate prisons. It brings to vivid life the comradeship and loneliness that pervaded their days on the march. 
Dozens of unforgettable characters emerge, animated by their own letters and diaries: Corporal Nathan Parmenter, 
whose modest upbringing belies the eloquence of his writings; Colonel Lewis Buckley, one of the Twenty-Ninth’s 
most charismatic officers; and Chaplain Lyman Ames, whose care of the sick and wounded challenged his spiritual 
beliefs.The Untried Life shows how the common soldier lived­—his entertainments, methods of cooking, medical 
treatment, and struggle to maintain family connections­—and separates the facts from the mythology created in the 
decades after the war.


