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Philip Bean : The Urban Colonists: Italian American Identity and Pol in UticaNY before purchasing it in order
to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Urban Colonists: Italian American Identity and
Pol in UticaNY:

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Excellent historical tomeBy NickL Thisvolumeis avery accurate
documentation of Italian migration, to Utica, N.Y ., and the surrounding areas.!t is not as much a book that one would
read for pleasure, asits format is closer to that of a college textbook.If you are searching for chronological facts and


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=081563238X

figures, thisisthe book for you.If you are looking for a colorful and entertaining book, filled with photos, Italian
customs and anecdotes, thisis not the one.lf you are writing a paper on the subject, however, this book will proveto be

from that area,it was awonderful walk down memory lane!0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Terrific
insightsto Italian immigrant life in the US!By James M. McHaleA great exposition of a group that has contributed
much to Central NY and the US! | highly recommend it.

In 1910, nearly half of Italian immigrantsin the United States lived in communities with fewer than 100,000 residents.
These immigrants often developed surprisingly complex ethnic "colonies" like those that existed in larger cities, and
many attained prominence in the political, social, and commercial life of such smaller cities and towns. It isthis class
of community, often neglected by scholars whose attention is drawn to larger metropolitan areas, that Bean exploresin
The Urban Colonists, arichly detailed history of Italian Americansin Utica, New Y ork. Charting the rise and decline
of Utica's"colonid" from the mid-nineteenth century into the late twentieth century, Bean examines the multiple facets
of lifein this ethnic enclave, including the settlement of new neighborhoods, Iabor unions and left-wing activists, its
lively business community, ethnic and political organizations, the complexity and broader relevance of immigrant
religiosity, and powerful "Old World" hometown loyalties. He discusses how an array of factors, including socia and
political upheaval and discrimination, fostered the rise of Italian nationalism and Italian American identity. The author
deftly illustrates how this intensified ethnic identity, the high concentration of Italiansin Utica, and a quest for respect
and economic security helped to make Italian American leaders important local political power brokers for much of
the twentieth century.

"Bean's carefully-researched and engaging account highlights an overlooked dimension of Italian-American history:
the experience in mid-sized cities. His volume on Utica offers a compelling study of the construction of a more unitary
Italian self-perception among immigrants who initially failed to think of themselves as part of the same national
minority. Bean's thought-provoking emphasis on the membership in the Democratic Party as a pivotal means of
empowerment and akey expression of community identity will aptly dispel stereotypical interpretations of Italian
Americans amoral familism."- Stefano Luconi, University of Padua, Italy --Stefano Luconi, University of Padua,
Italy" A well-researched and accessible history of the advent and decline of the Italian immigrant settlement in Utica,
New Y ork. Bean thoroughly coverstherise of Italiansin politics, the fall of labor unions, and the building of a
community through immigrant fear, early citizenship, and loyal defense of democracy in times of war and peace. This
information will be awelcomed addition to the field of Italian American radical history." Fred Gardaphe-
Distinguished Professor of Italian American Studies, Queens College/ CUNY --Fred Gardaphe- Distinguished
Professor of Italian American Studies, Queens College/ CUNY A magjor contribution to the field of Italian American
History aswell aslocal history, ethnic and interethnic studies, urban history , and the evolution of conflicting forces of
ethnic maintenance versus assimilation.”-Frank J. Cavaioli, Ph.D. Professor Emeritus, Farmingdale State, SUNY,
former President of the American Italian Historical Association. --Frank J. Cavaioli, Ph.D. Professor Emeritus,
Farmingdale State, SUNY, former President of the American Italian Historical Association. "Philip Bean has produced
not only the definitive work on Italians in Utica, but a masterful piece of scholarship that anyone interested in the
history of Italian immigration to America should read. By concentrating on the experience in asmaller city, The Urban
Colonists sheds light on an aspect of the immigrant experience that is often overlooked. Through fine detail the story
of Utica's Italian-American community shines through, and with it the similarities and differences between the story of
immigrantsin large cities and those living in smaller communities. A must read for all students of upstate New

York." - Alexander R. Thomas, Ph.D., Associate Professor of Sociology, SUNY College at Oneonta --Alexander R.
Thomas, Ph.D., Associate Professor of Sociology, SUNY College at Oneonta'Philip A. Bean's The Urban Colonists:
Italian American Identity and Politicsin Utica, New Y ork is more than the story of Italian Americansin atownin
upstate New Y ork. It accomplishes what virtually every other "case study" on Italian Americans and politics has failed
to do. By telling the story of Italian Americansin Utica, it tells the wider story of Italian Americans as amajor ethnic
group in the United States, thus providing a significant contribution to the history of the country asawhole." --Italian
American Journal About the AuthorPhilip A. Bean has earned degrees from Union College, Oxford University, and the
University of Rochester and has published articles on immigration and New Y ork State political history in a number of
scholarly journals. He currently serves as Associate Dean at Haverford College in Haverford, Pennsylvania. --
linkedin.com/pub/philip-bean/6/735/406



