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Edwin P. Hoyt : The Voyage of the Hunley  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth 
my time, and all praised The Voyage of the Hunley: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. harder for me to read and enjoy I think there should be some way I 
could ...By Choycesdad 1the book is much smaller in size than most books, the print was much smaller, harder for me 
to read and enjoyI think there should be some way I could tell what size the print is before I order. I would not order 
books withsmall print,- I'm 73 years old and only read for enjoyment, I can't enjoy a book I have to squint to read 
.THKS0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. This may be one of the shortest books I have ...By John 
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Russell BowenThis may be one of the shortest books I have read about the Hunley, but is packed full of information. I 
had to read several books about the Hunley for a major history paper for college. This short book gave me the main 
information needed in the shortest amount of pages.3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Hunley versus 
Housatonic.By Kevin M QuiggI like Hoyt's books but as he has gotten older, some of his books have a slapped 
together feel to them. This is one of them. In this short book, Hoyt tells the story of the developement of the Hunley as 
a weapon of war for the Confederate States of America. The development of the submarine and the use of the Hunley 
in the sinking of the Housatonic covered two thirds of the book. The remaining third details the rediscovery of the lost 
submarine.Here is what I don't like about the book. It tells the story in very simple terms. The first two fatal accidents 
with the Hunley are very briefly described. The further development of Davids (advanced Confederate subs) was 
mentioned once. The sinking is covered in ten pages. The rediscovery of the sub is covered in over thirty pages. I want 
to know the history of the sub and what other developments occurred, but this is missing in this book. This could have 
been a better than average read. It was not.This is an OK story of the Hunley. There are better books out there, but as a 
short book it accomplishes its task of informing the reader.

This is an account of the Hunley's development and career, her mysterious sinking, and her recovery and restoration to 
date.

About the AuthorEDWIN P. HOYT is the author of Bowfin, The Kamikazes, and many other books on military 
history. He lives in Beaverton, Oregon (Portland area).Excerpt. © Reprinted by permission. All rights reserved.Preface 
The saga of the Confederate submarine H.L.Hunley is one of the true highlights of naval warfare and is unsurpassed 
for its dramatic impact. The three crews of the Hunley were heroes all and they have been so honored in the annals of 
the Confederacy. More, since the story has become known people from all across the world have traveled to 
Charleston to view the tiny submarine and hear its tale. At the moment of this writing there remain several mysteries 
about the Hunley and one unnecessary controversy. Three of the mysteries are: why did: the submarine sink ? and why 
did the crew die? and why was the boat built with water tanks open to the crew compartment? The answers to the first 
two questions may lie in the third. Given the engineers ‘ knowledge of their subject, it would seem to have been 
sensible to enclose the water tanks thus preventing accidental flooding of the submarine . The Hunley’s own 
experience dictated such a course, the first sinking in Charleston Harbor and the loss of five men of the crew drowned 
occurred when the boat flooded after hatches were left open on diving. The deficiency could then have been corrected, 
but was not. The unnecessary controversy concerns the discovery of the Hunley’s resting place in Charleston’s outer 
harbor more than a century after the sinking. Explorer Edward Lee Spence, Underwater Archaeologist Mark Newell, 
and Author Clive Cussler have all at one time claimed to have discovered the Hunley. Cussler’s claim rests on the 
activities of his NUMA diving team. Newell’s claim rests on his study of the Hunley over many years and his intuitive 
finding that it lay in Maffitt’s Channel because that was the logical place for it to be. Spence’s claim rests on good 
luck, he says he found the Hunley one day in 1970 quite by accident when on a fishing trip the party’s nets were hung 
up on an underwater obstacle and when Spence dived down he saw the submarine. At the moment Cussler’s claim is 
paramount, accepted officially by the Hunley Commission, but there is an unpleasant aura about it, stemming from the 
author’s employment of money muscle in pursuit of the claim There does not seem to be any doubt that Spence first 
found the submarine, even though he could not produce the physical proofs that Cussler so easily obtained. The matter 
has now gotten into Federal litigation. It should never have gone so far. Newell has abandoned his claim. Cussler 
should rectify his, to cover only the "rediscovery" of the submarine, and the technical proofs that led to its 
identification as the Hunley. There exists plenty of glory for all of them, without this unseemly squabble. 


