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in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The War for Korea, 1945-1950: A House
Burning (Modern War Studies):

32 of 33 people found the following review helpful. Superlative Tale of the "War Before the War"By Writing
HistorianY our opinion on how the Korean war began and how the U.S. became involved will be forever changed after


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0700613935

reading this comprehensive and scholarly account focusing on the creation of the two Koreas during the period 1945 -
1950. For example, the first American soldier to diein combat in Koreawas killed in 1948 by South Korean guerillas
opposed to Syngman Rhee taking power - not by North Korean Peoples Army (NKPA) soldiersin June 1950. On the
other side of the coin, you will also be amazed to discover that the South Korean Army captured Soviet advisors to the
North Korean Border troops during the large scale "border skirmishes' that took place in late 1949 and early 1950. For
the first time the complete story of the U.S. Korean Military Assistance Group (KMAG) isfound here, aswell asan in-
depth discourse on the creation of the Republic of Korea Army as South Korean security forces transitioned
successively from a police force to a constabulary to an army as the political and military situation evolved. The
narrative dealing with the trials and tribulations of the American Military Government in Koreais asinstructive asit is
compelling. Many thanks to Dr. Allan Millett for shedding much needed light on a period of Korean history that has
previously been sorely neglected.O of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy CustomerA very
good treatment of one of the forgotten wars of the 20th century, the Communist insurgency in Korea.1 of 9 people
found the following review helpful. One StarBy legrande] His interpretations, however, are new, consistently
minimizing, excusing, or ignoring American mistakes and misbehavior... Despite exhaustive research, Millett's heavy
reliance on U.S. and South Korean military records and recollections skews his perspective. His narrative also often
depends on the personal accounts of Robert T. Oliver and Louise Yim, rather than recent secondary works. Along with
Korean Christians and missionaries, U.S. military advisors who supervised the creation of brutally partisan security
units are heroes, while American diplomat Gregory Henderson and journalist Mark Gayn who criticized South Korean
human rights violations are villains. Unsavory South Korean military figures like Kim Sok-won receive very gentle
treatment. Ironically, Millett searches like Diogenes for an honest—and selfless—K orean politician, but nearly all are
targets of sarcastic disparagement. ][...][ Allan R. Millett is a historian and aretired colonel in U.S. Marine Corps
Reserve. ][...]

When the major powers sent troops to the Korean peninsulain June of 1950, it supposedly marked the start of one of
the last century’s bloodiest conflicts. Allan Millett, however, reveals that the Korean War actually began with partisan
clashes two years earlier and had roots in the political history of Korea under Japanese rule, 1910-1945. Thefirstina
new two-volume history of the Korean War, Millett’ s study offers the most comprehensive account of its causes and
early military operations. Millett traces the war’ s origins to the post-liberation conflict between two revolutionary
movements, the Marxist-L eninists and the Nationalist-capitalists. With the U.S.-Soviet partition of Korea following
World War 11, each movement, now with foreign patrons, asserted its right to govern the peninsula, leading directly to
the guerrillawarfare and terrorism in which more than 30,000 Koreans died. Millett argues that this civil strife, fought
mostly in the South, was not so much the cause of the Korean War as its actual beginning. Millett describes two
revolutions locked in irreconcilable conflict, offering an even-handed treatment of both Communists and capitalists-
nationalists. Neither movement was amodel of democracy. He includes K orean, Chinese, and Russian perspectives on
this era, provides the most complete account of the formation of the South Korean army, and offers new interpretations
of the U.S. occupation of Korea, 1945-1948. Millett’s history redefines the initial phase of the war in Asian terms. His
book shows how both internal forces and international pressures converged to create the Korean War, a conflict that
still shapes the politics of Asia.

“A superb, path-breaking, and highly revealing narrative of the Cold War’ s first major * hot war.””—Chen Jian, author
of China's Road to the Korean War “Millett is one of the very best military historians writing today and his book far
surpasses any other in describing and analyzing the military dimensions of eventsleading up to North Korea's attack
on South Koreain June 1950.”—William Stueck, author of The Korean War in World History “Authoritative and
compelling. . . . A must read for policy makers and all informed citizens interested in the fate of the Korean

peninsula.” —James T. Laney, former U.S. ambassador to the Republic of Korea and coauthor of U.S. Foreign Policy
toward North Korea: Next StepsiFrom the Back Cover" A superb, path-breaking, and highly revealing narrative of the
Cold War's first major 'hot war."--Chen Jian, author of China's Road to the Korean War "Millett is one of the very best
military historians writing today and his book far surpasses any other in describing and analyzing the military
dimensions of events leading up to North Korea's attack on South Korea in June 1950."--William Stueck, author of
The Korean War in World Histor "Authoritative and compelling. . . . A must read for policy makers and all informed
citizensinterested in the fate of the Korean peninsula.”--James T. Laney, former U.S. ambassador to the Republic of
Korea and coauthor of U.S. Foreign Policy toward North Korea: Next StepsAbout the AuthorAllan R. Millett is Major
General Raymond E. Mason, Jr., Professor of Military History at The Ohio State University. In 2004 he received the
Society for Military History's prestigious Samuel Eliot Morison Prize for lifetime achievement. His books include
Semper Fidelis: The History of the United States Marine Corps; For the Common Defense: The Military History of the
United States of America; A War To Be Won: Fighting the Second World War; Their War for Korea; and Mao's
General's Remember Korea.



