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Allan. NEVINS : The War for the Union, Volume I. - the Improvised War 1861-1862  before purchasing it in 
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The War for the Union, Volume I. - the 
Improvised War 1861-1862: 

0 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Bradley AlstonGreat service and product3 of 3 people 
found the following review helpful. ExcellentBy Jim HNevins covers the first year of the war from a unique 
persepctive. It is less about the military battles and more "behind the scenes". He covers mustering and training of the 
armies, the buying of weapons, ammo and supplies, outfitting a navy (north and south), the need to learn organization 
skills on a large scale, the beginning of the transition in the north from small businesses and farms to larger, more 
coordinated enterprises, and other activities in Washington, Richmond and the States. These details are interesting in 
their own right and do a lot to explain the military activity covered in the more typical books on the war. Highly 
recommeded to a civil war enthusiast. Probably not appropriate for the first book on the war.17 of 17 people found the 
following review helpful. An improvised war,not an improvised book.By John F. MesserlyThis history of the Civil 
War is far better than any other I have read in that Nevins looks behind the actions to seek reasons and explanations 
for them. Before I have wondered why so many of the decisions were made the way they were. This book looks at the 
men and the situations to analyse the whys and wherefores of the apparent inability of the Union to get organized, and 
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the stupid decisions made. It presents Lincoln in a fair and reasonable light.


