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Robert Harvey : The War of Wars  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, 
and all praised The War of Wars: 

10 of 10 people found the following review helpful. Outstanding piece of pop historyBy brooke_mHarvey's masterful 
"War of Wars" is required reading for anyone with even a casual interest in the Napoleonic War period. The author 
explicitly sets out his stall in the introduction, presenting it as pop history rather than a scholarly tome, and goes on to 
fulfill his remit to perfection. The book covers all aspects of the conflict - the war on land, the war on sea, the political 
intrigues, even espionage and counter-intelligence - in a highly engaging manner. There's sufficient detail to stop it 
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from feeling lightweight, but no so much as to be numbing, or detract from the broad brushstrokes of the conflict at 
large. His portrayals of the various luminaries of the period are refreshingly "warts and all", but again the impulse is to 
humanise these legends rather than denigrate them. Napoleon, Nelson, Wellington and Pitt all emerge as charismatic 
but all-too-human figures grappling with events larger even than their own egos. It also does a stellar job of 
championing some of the less well-known but no less redoubtable figures such as Thomas Cochrane, Ney, and Sidney 
Smith. Harvey's prose rises to the occasion when describing the battles, especially those at sea, and the appalling toll 
of the battles is reiterated over and again. Terrific.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Highly rated book: 
gives you a full view of Napoleon, sweeping insight into right time, right place, opportunity; current todayBy mike 
s.Brilliant. Read every page. Gave it to 20 friends. Best book of 2016.0 of 0 people found the following review 
helpful. I enjoyed every pageBy CustomerI enjoyed every page. History and the ensuing struggle and story are what 
good books are made of. You won't be disappointed.

'The War of Wars' is a thrilling narrative of the 22 year struggle between two great powers: England and France.

"'This is the 'definitive' one-volume account of a particualry rich slab of history. Harvey is an energetic writer - he 
shuttles us along without ever losing pace.' Daily Express. 'Harvey's narrative and the development of his thesis are 
comprehensive, clear, persuasive and entertaining; indeed it is truly impressive. I doubt a better account of the never-
ending war will be written in many a year.' Allan Mallinson, The Spectator. 'an exhillirating sequence of dramatic set-
pieces in narrative history's best traditions.' Literary "About the AuthorRobert Harvey has been a columnist for the 
Daily Telegraph, assistant editor of The Economist and an MP. He is the author of many books, including a highly 
popular biography of Lord Cochrane. He is a former member of the House of Commons Foreign Affairs Committee, 
was assistant editor of The Economist, and foreign affairs leader writer for the Daily Telegraph. His books include The 
Undefeated: The Rise, Fall and Rise of Modern Japan, Portugal: Birth of a Democracy, Liberators and Cochrane. 
Robert lives in Powys, Wales. 


