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General Michel Franceschi, Ben Weider : The Wars Against Napoleon  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Wars Against Napoleon: 

2 of 3 people found the following review helpful. A failed attempt to rehabilitate NapoleonBy K. LongEnglish-
speaking readers have probably seen Napoleon presented as either a megalomaniac conqueror or at best an enlightened 
despot at home who loved war too much. This book tries to draw a new Napoleon: a man of peace and democracy 
forced into war by reactionary monarchists.Which was the real Napoleon? I have no idea (and no axe to grind one way 
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or the other) but the authors certainly failed to make their case for rehabilitation of Napoleon. They make bold 
assertions without evidence, rely heavily on Napoleon's own self-justifying interviews at St. Helena, and supply not a 
single reference. Not one. How can I take seriously a radical reinterpretation of a major historical figure without some 
documentary evidence?The authors' bias makes this at times downright irritating read. If you're a hard-core fan of the 
period, by all means read it for the out-of-the-mainstream perspective, but be prepared to put the book down in disgust 
every few pages. If your interest is more casual, start with Esdaille's _The Wars of Napoleon_.


